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The Committee of Science and Technology (CST) 

The Committee on Science and Technology (CST) is a subsidiary body of the Conference of the Parties 

(COP) as per Article 24 of the Convention. It provides the COP information and advice on scientific and 

technological matters relating to combating desertification and mitigating the effects of drought1. The 

CST is open to the participation of all Parties, and composed of government representatives competent 

in the relevant fields of expertise. 

In accordance with Articles 24 and 25 of the Convention the CST is assigned various functions as 

depicted in the figure immediately below:  

 

The CST makes recommendations to the COP on ways and means to facilitate and strengthen 

networking at the local, national and other levels. This it does  with a view to ensuring that the thematic 

needs set out in Articles 16 to 19 of the Convention are addressed. 

Since the entry into force of the Convention many decisions have been taken concerning the work and 

operation of the CST. With the adoption of Decision 3/COP.8, the Ten-year Strategy came into being. By 

the stipulations of this Strategy new elements were added to the work and operations of the CST. 

Indeed CST was reshaped to ensure it can play its role in the implementation of The Strategy.  

Meetings of the CST are held in sessions and are concerned with the issues of science and technology as 

they relate to effective implementation of the Convention. Each session focuses on a defined priority 

theme.  

Within the framework of the CST scientific conferences are held each having a theme. Two such 

conferences have been held and the theme for the upcoming Third Scientific Conference to be held 

from March 09-12 in Mexico is: “Combating desertification, land degradation and drought for poverty 

                                                           
1
 Article 24 of the Convention: http://www.unccd.int/en/about-the-convention/Pages/Text-Part-IV.aspx#art24    
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http://www.unccd.int/en/about-the-convention/the-bodies/The-CST/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.unccd.int/en/about-the-convention/Pages/Text-Part-III.aspx#art16
http://www.unccd.int/Lists/OfficialDocuments/cop8/16add1eng.pdf
http://www.unccd.int/en/about-the-convention/Pages/Text-Part-IV.aspx#art24
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reduction and sustainable development - The contribution of science, technology, traditional 

knowledge and practices”2. 

The CST Bureau 

The Strategy also outlines the new institutional arrangement for the CST including its composition and 

the frequency of its meeting. The CST has its Bureau which spearheads its work when the whole 

committee is not in session. This Bureau is comprised of one chairperson and four vice-chairpersons. 

One of the latter acts as Rapporteur. The members of the Bureau are appointed/selected with due 

regard to geographical representation and following the principle of rotation among the regional groups 

as per the five Annexes of the Convention. 

 

As indicated above, the Bureau of the CST is responsible for the follow-up of the work of the CST 

between sessions of the COP. The COP has also charged the CST Bureau with direct responsibility for the 

implementation of the CST work plan, and attainment of its objectives. 

Priority areas of work of the CST 

The current priority areas of work of the CST include the following thematic topics: 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
2
 http://3sc.unccd.int/  

http://www.unccd.int/en/about-the-convention/the-bodies/The-CST/Pages/Bureau.aspx
http://3sc.unccd.int/
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Monitoring and Assessment of desertification, land degradation and drought 

Quantitative measures on the status and trends of desertification and land degradation are required 

to support policymakers and environmental managers in monitoring the effectiveness of their activities 

and in identifying national and global priorities for action.  

 

UNCCD Scientific Conferences 

All sessions of the CST must be organized in a predominantly scientific and technical conference-style 

format and focus on a specific thematic topic relevant to the implementation of The Strategy, to be 

determined in advance by the COP (decision 13/COP.8). 

 

International Interdisciplinary Scientific Advice  

At its eleventh session the Conference of the Parties decided to establish a Science-Policy Interface (SPI) 

with the goal to facilitate a two-way science-policy dialogue and ensure the delivery of policy-relevant 

information, knowledge and advice on desertification/land degradation and drought (DLDD). This SPI 

comprises a body of globally renowned DLDD and political scientists, who will identify the needs for 

scientific knowledge, explore mechanisms for addressing them, and present findings to policymakers in 

a language that can be used to mold effective and sustainable land use policies to secure land 

productivity. 

 

Knowledge Management  

The purpose of developing a comprehensive UNCCD knowledge management system is to address the 

various knowledge management tasks and needs under the Convention through a coherent, value 

driven and practical knowledge management architecture and system. The knowledge management 

system should respond to identified needs and demands, but should at the same time comply with 

the capacities and resources of the participating stakeholders, including the secretariat itself, to carry 

out the tasks needed for its development, implementation and maintenance.  

In this regard, the “Scientific Knowledge Brokering Portal (SKBP): Awareness, Guidance, and Access” is a 

knowledge tool that will connect users to global knowledge and information by acting as a “bridge to 

bridges.” It is intended to become a dedicated search system that will allow individuals to rapidly and 
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http://www.unccd.int/Documents/13_COP8_SC.pdf
http://www.unccd.int/en/programmes/Science/International-Scientific-Advice/Pages/SPI.aspx?HighlightID=282
http://www.unccd.int/en/programmes/Science/International-Scientific-Advice/Pages/SPI-members.aspx
http://www.unccd.int/en/programmes/Science/Knowledge-Management/Pages/Scientific-Knowledge-Brokering.aspx
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easily locate the information they need to address poverty alleviation, food security, and land 

regeneration. 

 

The Fellowship Programme 

The UNCCD Fellowship programme was established through decision 16/COP.8. The main thrust of the 

fellowship programme is to support the development of political, legal and technical knowledge, skills 

and capacity relating to combating desertification and mitigating the effects of drought. 

The Contribution of Science and Technology Correspondents (STC) 
By its decision 15/COP.7 on improving the efficiency and effectiveness of the Committee on Science and 

Technology (CST), the seventh session of the Conference of the Parties (COP) encouraged Parties to 

select a Science and Technology Correspondent (STC) to the CST under the coordination of the national 

focal point (NFP). 

The role of STCs is to assist NFPs in scientific matters related to the implementation of the Convention 

and that their responsibilities shall include assisting national focal points in: 

 Enhancing relationships and networks with the scientific community at the local, national, 

regional and global level with the support of national focal points; 

 Establishing a dialogue with scientists and technologists at the local, national, regional and 

global level; 

 Measuring progress in the achievement of the strategic objectives of the 10-year strategic plan 

and framework to enhance the implementation of the Convention (2008-2018) (The Strategy) 

and the reporting process. 

Any further responsibilities for STCs should be proposed by the NFPs to their respective science and 

technology correspondents. 

Ad-hoc Panels to support the COP 

As stipulated in Article 24 of the Convention, the Conference of the Parties (COP) may, as necessary, 

appoint ad hoc panels to provide it, through the CST, with information and advice on specific issues in 

fields of science and technology relevant to combating desertification and mitigating the effects of 

drought. 

Each ad hoc panel appointed by the COP is composed of experts whose names are taken from the roster 

of independent experts, taking into account the needs for a multi-disciplinary approach, an appropriate 

gender balance, and broad and equitable geographical representation. 

5 

http://www.unccd.int/Lists/OfficialDocuments/cop8/16eng.pdf
http://www.unccd.int/Lists/OfficialDocuments/cop7/16add1eng.pdf
http://www.unccd.int/Lists/SiteDocumentLibrary/science/Convention.pdf
http://www.unccd.int/en/programmes/Science/Roster-of-Experts/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.unccd.int/en/programmes/Science/Roster-of-Experts/Pages/default.aspx
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Relevant COP decisions as regards the CST 

- Decision 15/COP.1 – Terms of Reference of the Committee on Science and Technology. 

- Decision 1/COP.6 - Further steps in the implementation of the Convention 

- Decision 15/COP.7 – Improving the efficiency and effectiveness of the Committee on Science 

and Technology. 

- Decision 20/COP.7 –  

- Decision 3/COP.8 – Adoption of the 10-year Strategy (The Strategy) 

- Decision 11/COP.8 – Roster of independent Experts 

- Decision 13/COP.8 - Reshaping the operation of the Committee on Science and Technology in 

line with the recommendations of the Intergovernmental Inter-sessional Working Group 10-year 

strategic plan and framework to enhance the implementation of the Convention (2008–2018). 

- Decision 18/COP.8 - Reshaping the operation of the Committee on Science and Technology in 

line with the 10-year strategic plan and framework to enhance the implementation of the 

Convention (2008–2018) 

- Decision 22/COP.9 – Science and Technology Correspondents (STC) 

- Decision 1/COP.10 – Multi-year workplans of the Convention institutions and subsidiary bodies. 

- Decision 22/COP.10 – The UNCCD Fellowship Programme 

- Decision 23/COP.10 – Roster of independent Experts 

- Decision 27/COP.10 – Programme of work of the eleventh session of the Committee on Science 

and Technology. 

- Decision 26/COP.11 – Roster of Experts 

- Decision 8/COP.12 - Further requests the CST Bureau in discharging its duties to increase 

cooperation with other conventions and relevant scientific processes 

Additional information 

Additional reading materials and information include: 

- Article 24 of the Convention 

- Terms of reference of the CST 

- Roster of independent Experts 

- UNCCD Scientific Conferences. 

- National Contacts: Science and Technology Correspondents 

 

 

http://www.unccd.int/Documents/15_COP1.pdf
http://www.unccd.int/Documents/15_COP7.pdf
http://www.unccd.int/Lists/SiteDocumentLibrary/CST/NewCST/11_COP8.pdf
http://www.unccd.int/Documents/13_COP8.pdf
http://www.unccd.int/Documents/18%20COP10.pdf
http://www.unccd.int/Lists/OfficialDocuments/cop9/22_COP9.pdf
http://www.unccd.int/Documents/1_COP10.pdf
http://www.unccd.int/Lists/OfficialDocuments/cop10/COP10_decisions/dec22-COP.10eng.pdf
http://www.unccd.int/Lists/SiteDocumentLibrary/CST/NewCST/23_COP10.pdf
http://www.unccd.int/Documents/27_COP10.pdf
http://www.unccd.int/Lists/SiteDocumentLibrary/science/Decision%2026COP11.pdf
http://www.unccd.int/en/about-the-convention/Pages/Text-Part-IV.aspx#art24
http://www.unccd.int/Documents/15_COP1.pdf
http://www.unccd.int/en/programmes/Science/Roster-of-Experts/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.unccd.int/en/programmes/Science/Conferences/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.unccd.int/en/regional-access/Pages/default.aspx

