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UNCCD Scientific Conferences 

At the eighth session of the Conference of the Parties (COP) it was decided that future sessions of the 

Committee of Science and Technology (CST) shall be organized in a predominantly scientific and 

technical conference-style format and focus on a specific thematic topic relevant to the implementation 

of The Strategy. This decision was made with the aim of strengthening the scientific basis of the 

Convention. 

 

Since then, two scientific conferences have been organized and the 3rd scientific conference is under 

preparation. The UNCCD 1st Scientific Conference in 2009, addressed the priority theme “Bio-physical 

and socio-economic monitoring and assessment of desertification and land degradation, to support 

decision-making in land and water management”. The UNCCD 2nd Scientific Conference was held in 

April 2013 under the thematic topic of “Economic assessment of desertification, sustainable land 

management and resilience of arid, semi-arid and dry sub-humid areas”. The UNCCD 3rd Scientific 

Conference will have the theme “Combating DLDD for poverty reduction and sustainable development: 

the contribution of science, technology, traditional knowledge and practices,” and will be held from 9 to 

12 March 2015 in Mexico.   

Competencies of the Chair 

Some key characteristics of an effective Chair or facilitator include being:  

 

 

http://www.unccd.int/en/programmes/Science/Conferences/Pages/1st-Scientific-Conference.aspx
http://www.unccd.int/en/programmes/Science/Conferences/Pages/2nd-Scientific-Conference.aspx
http://www.unccd.int/en/programmes/Science/Conferences/Pages/3rd-Scientific-Conference.aspx
http://www.unccd.int/en/programmes/Science/Conferences/Pages/3rd-Scientific-Conference.aspx
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UNCCD 3rd Scientific Conference: The Substance 

The UNCCD 3rd Scientific Conference will have the theme “Combating DLDD for poverty reduction and 

sustainable development: the contribution of science, technology, traditional knowledge and practices”. 

It will address three major challenges, divided into three sessions:  

 

SESSION 1: DIAGNOSSIS OF CONSTRAINTS  

How can key vulnerabilities of ecosystems and populations with regard to climate change in the various 

situations in the world be identified? How can they be characterized?  

 

SESSION 2: RESPONSES 

How can adaptive capacities be developed or maximized at short, medium and long term? What are the 

major contributions from traditional and local practices and scientific research? How are they related to 

specific settings? How can they be generalized so that they can be adapted and applied to broader 

settings? What are the obstacles to more widespread use? 

 

SESSION 3: MONITORING AND ASSESSMENT  

How can we best measure the performance of actions to combat land degradation and desertification?  

How can we cost-effectively evaluate the efficiency of drought-mitigation strategies? 

The major Challenge facing delegates to the conference: 

One of the major challenges facing delegates to the conference is the development of new scientific 

insights and recommendations to be used by policy makers when doing  assessment of vulnerability of 

socio-ecosystems to climate change and current and future capacities to adapt. 

 
Preparatory documents have been prepared for the UNCCD 3rd Scientific Conference and are available 
at: http://3sc.unccd.int/documents-outputs/preparatory-documents  
 
The full programme and the list of side events can be downloaded here: http://3sc.unccd.int/the-
conference/programme  
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http://www.unccd.int/en/programmes/Science/Conferences/Pages/3rd-Scientific-Conference.aspx
http://3sc.unccd.int/documents-outputs/preparatory-documents
http://3sc.unccd.int/documents-outputs/preparatory-documents
http://3sc.unccd.int/the-conference/programme
http://3sc.unccd.int/the-conference/programme
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UNCCD 3rd Scientific Conference: The People 

By its decision 15/COP.7 on improving the efficiency and effectiveness of the Committee on Science and 

Technology (CST), the seventh session of COP encouraged Parties to select a Science and Technology 

Correspondent (STC) to the CST under the coordination of the national focal point (NFP). Their role is to 

assist NFPs in scientific matters related to the implementation of the Convention. 

The UNCCD 3rd Scientific Conference is being organized under the guidance of the Bureau of the CST. 

There is also  the Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC) the members of which were selected by the 

Scientific Steering Committee of the 3rd UNCCD scientific conference, at its meeting on 14 September 

2013 in Windhoek, Namibia. 

- The SAC for the 3rd UNCCD scientific conference can be accessed here: http://3sc.unccd.int/the-

conference/scientific-committee  

- Information on the current members of the Bureau of the CST can be accessed here: 

http://www.unccd.int/Lists/SiteDocumentLibrary/CST/CST11%20Bureau%20members.pdf  

 

 

UNCCD 3rd Scientific Conference: The Process 

The Conference will particularly focus on how to better anticipate the impact of climate change on land 

degradation and desertification in order to facilitate and promote appropriate adaptation. Adaptation 

refers to actions taken to ensure that these negative impacts are prevented or minimized, and that both 

people and ecosystems are equipped to withstand potential damage. 

Adaptation strategies involve a range of actions, including behavioral change, technical or hard 

engineered solutions, such as construction of sea defenses or risk management, and development of 

disaster mitigation strategies such as the establishment of early warning systems. There is growing 

recognition of the roles that healthy ecosystems can play in adaptation, which are known as ecosystem-

based adaptation. These so-called natural solutions are based on sustainable land and water 

management as well as the restoration of degraded ecosystems. These efforts require investments, 

partnership, and leadership at all levels, from global policy makers, to community leaders, to scientists 

and farmers. 

The 3rd UNCCD scientific conference will be held during the 4th special session of the Committee on 

Science and Technology (CST S-4) of the UNCCD. The conference will address three major challenges:  

http://www.unccd.int/Lists/OfficialDocuments/cop7/16add1eng.pdf
http://www.unccd.int/en/regional-access/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.unccd.int/en/regional-access/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.unccd.int/en/programmes/Science/Conferences/Pages/3rd-Scientific-Conference.aspx
http://3sc.unccd.int/the-conference/scientific-committee
http://3sc.unccd.int/the-conference/scientific-committee
http://3sc.unccd.int/the-conference/scientific-committee
http://www.unccd.int/Lists/SiteDocumentLibrary/CST/CST11%20Bureau%20members.pdf
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1. Diagnosis of constraints: How to best characterize and understand the vulnerability and 

adaptive capacities of ecosystems (in particular agro-ecosystems) and populations in affected 

regions, including regions newly susceptible to the consequences of climate change?  

2. Responses: How to build efficiently on available knowledge, success stories and lessons learnt to 

promote implementation of better adapted, knowledge-based practices and technologies? 

3. Monitoring and assessment: What is the new monitoring and assessment methods available to 

evaluate the effectiveness of these practices and technologies that provide improved insights on 

whether or how their implementation should be scaled up? 

By allowing exchanges and discussions between scientists and the various stakeholders involved in the 

combat against DLDD, the 3rd UNCCD scientific conference will come up with new scientific insights and 

recommendations to policy makers (particularly those participating in UNCCD COP12 and UNFCCC 

COP21) on the assessment of vulnerability of lands to climate change and adaptive capacities, and 

realistic pathways to achieving a “land degradation neutral world”. 

- All necessary preparatory documents can be downloaded here: 

http://3sc.unccd.int/documents-outputs/preparatory-documents  

 

The Fellowship Programme 

The UNCCD Fellowship programme was established through decision 16/COP.8. The main thrust of the 

fellowship programme is to support the development of political, legal and technical knowledge, skills 

and capacity relating to combating desertification and mitigating the effects of drought. The overview of 

previous initiatives towards the creation of a fellowship programme is contained in document 

ICCD/COP(10)/CST/8. 

Following decision 22/COP.10, initial steps to explore the establishment of a multi-stakeholder 

partnership model for this fellowship programme have been taken. At COP 11 delegates adopted 41 

decisions. Among the nine decisions developed by the CST, delegates called for a multi-stakeholder 

partnership model for launching a fellowship programme. 

The Conference of the Parties (COP), in decision 25/COP.11, requested the Executive Secretary of the 

UNCCD to support the fellowship programme steering group to establish and launch the fellowship 

programme based on the agreed governance model. Additionally, the COP invited the fellowship 

programme steering group in cooperation with the secretariat and the Regional Committees, and in 

collaboration with the Regional Coordination Mechanisms, to broaden the fellowship programme 

partnership, thereby ensuring the regional geographical balance. Furthermore, further country Parties 

http://3sc.unccd.int/documents-outputs/preparatory-documents
http://www.unccd.int/Lists/OfficialDocuments/cop8/16eng.pdf
http://www.unccd.int/Lists/OfficialDocuments/cop10/cst8ENG.pdf
http://www.unccd.int/Lists/OfficialDocuments/cop10/COP10_decisions/dec22-COP.10eng.pdf
http://www.ciesin.columbia.edu/repository/entri/docs/cop/UNCCD_COP11_dec25.pdf
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were invited to actively encourage national and regional institutions to become partners of the 

fellowship programme to support the realization of its objectives in accordance with its scope and 

strategy. 

 


