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Executive Summary 

The Land Degradation Neutrality Target Setting Programme (LDN TSP) was launched during the 

12thsession of the Conference of Parties (COP) of the United Nations Convention to Combat 

Desertification (UNCCD) with the objectives to help countries in establishing national LDN 

voluntary targets and develop transformative projects to achieve these targets. Government of 

Nepal (GoN) decided to participate in LDN TSP on 6th March 2016 and committed to set national 

voluntary LDN targets. The GoN, as a party to the UNCCD, launched LDN TSP at the inception 

workshop held in Kathmandu on 30th January 2017. The LDN TSP in Nepal is led by the Ministry 

of Population and Environment (MoPE)1, focal point for UNCCD. MoPE has engaged different 

institutions, concerned ministries and departments to coordinate and facilitate the process 

through LDN working group.   

The Steering Committee (SC) and Technical Committee (TC) that had been formed for the NAP 

alignment process was reactivated for the LDN TSP. A series of meetings of the technical 

committee were held to discuss leverage plan, trends and drivers of land degradation, baseline, 

LDN targets and measures, including the hotspots.  

For setting the LDN baseline the LDN working group agreed to use default data as provided by 

the LDN TSP of the UNCCD. The details of the sources of data were provided in the 

methodological note shared by the GM/UNCCD.  

As per the default data, there was a decline in forest area with declining productivity whereas 

for shrubs, grasslands and sparsely vegetated areas and cropland/agricultural land, there is gain 

in the area but decline in productivity. 

 
                                                           
1 Please note that as per the decision made dated 28 Feb. 2018 of Government of Nepal, 

Ministry of Population and Environment has been merged into two ministries and formed as 

Ministry of Population & Public Health and Ministry of Forests and Environment. Climate 

Change Management Division and Climate Change Section belong to the Ministry of Forests and 

Environment. 
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LDN TARGETS 

The LDN targets of Nepal were set in line with the national priorities, policies/ programmes and 

strategies such as the National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (NBSAP 2014), Agriculture 

Development Strategy, National Wetland Policy, Climate Change Policy and other sectoral 

programmes, policies and strategies. Nepal will implement the Agriculture Development 

Strategy (ADS 2015) which has outlined broad strategies and flagship programmes for 

agricultural and related sectors in Nepal and the National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan 

(NBSAP), 2014.  The LDN targets of Nepal are presented in Box 2. 

Box 2: LDN Targets 

• By 2030, halt the conversion of forests to other land cover classes and maintain the 

forest cover at the most recent baseline figure of National Forest Reference Level, 2017 

(44.70%, as of 2014). 

• By 2030, increase the agricultural growth by 6% per annum. The current baseline is 3% 

as of 2010 (Agriculture Development Strategy, ADS 2015-2035). 

• By 2030, increase the Soil Organic Carbon (SOC) stock in forest and cropland by 1.0% per 

year. The current baselines are 132.4 t/ha for forest and 86.1 t/ha for cropland, and an 

average rate of SOC loss was estimated at -0.01% per annum (default global data/ 

UNCCD). 

• By 2030, out of 262772 hectares of wetlands (Lakes, Reservoirs, Ponds and Marginal 

swamps) 10% of wetland ecosystems will be restored. Their resilience and the 

contribution of biodiversity to carbon stock will be enhanced by conservation and 

restoration of degraded ecosystems, focusing on degraded forests, protected areas, and 

conservation areas which will contribute to climate change mitigation and adaptation, 

and to combat desertification/land degradation.  

 

                                                           
2 *DOFD, 2012.Annual Progress Report 2011. Directorate of Fisheries Development (DOFD), Kathmandu. 
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Furthermore, implementation of national LDN targets will require coordination with current 

and future programmes that directly and indirectly link to land related issues such as:  

• Nepal Climate Change Support Programme (NCCSP),  

• National Adaptation Plan (NAP) Formulation Process,  

• National Adaptation Progeamme of Action (NAPA),  

• Ecosystem Based Adaptation (EBA) Program,  

• President Chure Terai Madhesh Conservation Programme. 

Based on the land degradation data and degraded watershed area of Nepal, the LDN hotspots 

of Nepal were identified representing seven river basins-  

1. Ghuari2,  

2. BurhiGandak,  

3. Lakhanadi,  

4. Kali Gandaki / Seti / Marsyangdi,  

5. Karnali,  

6. Seti / Karnali / MuguKarnali  

7. Karnali  

The GoN overall gained the overview of the country’s land degradation situation and this 

knowledge will be vital to track progress and to design effective public strategies and policies. 

The transformative projects will be developed based on the current LDN baseline and identified 

degraded areas to reduce the formidable pressure on land, by maintaining a state of health and 

productivity of the lands. Furthermore, through LDN targets Nepal will aim to address SDG 15 

through activities such as poverty reduction, soil and water conservation, and sustainable use 

of natural resources climate change adaptation and mitigation and livelihood improvement. 

The LDN TSP opened an opportunity to integrate LDN and build synergies with other climate 

action projects and tap into climate financing for these projects.  
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Chapter 1 

Leveraging LDN 

 

1.1 Background (Nepal’s Participation in LDN TSP) 

The Government of Nepal (GoN) as a party to the United Nations Convention to Combat 

Desertification decided to participate in the LDN TSP in 6th March 2016 and committed to set 

voluntary LDN Targets afterwards. Realizing the urgency for enhancing LDN initiatives to 

address the land related issues, the Government of Nepal, Ministry of Population and 

Environment (MoPE) led the process to set voluntary national targets.  

1.2 Leverage opportunities identified 

Nepal aims to build on Sustainable Land Management (SLM) programmes through establishing 

coordination with different line Ministries and agencies especially the programme on soil 

conservation and watershed management, soil fertility management, community forestry 

programme, pasture land management, climate change adaptation, maintaining land 

productivity, soil fertility improvements, technology development, study and research to 

address the land related issues. The prime focus of achieving land degradation neutrality is to 

enable local communities to build capacity and make long-term plans that would create jobs, 

economic perspectives and opportunities as included in NAP 2016. 

There are different policies, programmes and strategies formulated by the GoN and have been 

implementing several programmes through sectoral coordination. Most of the programmes on 

land related issues are implemented in Nepal under the defined policy and strategic framework 

of the GoN. Some of the key existing policies and programmes that provide leveraging 

opportunities for LDN includes: 

• Implementation of the Agriculture Development Strategy (ADS 2015) which has outlined 

broad strategies and flagship programmes for agriculture and related sectors in Nepal. 

• Implementation of the activities outlined in Nepal Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan 

(NBSAP), 2014. 
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• Coordination with current and future programmes that directly and indirectly link to land 

related issues such as Nepal Climate Change Support Programme (NCCSP), National 

Adaptation Plan (NAP), National Adaptation Programme of Action (NAPA), Ecosystem 

Based Adaptation (EBA) Programme, President Chure Conservation Programme. 

• Establishment of functional coordination mechanisms and institutional arrangements and 

mobilization of existing mechanisms with defined roles and responsibilities that can 

contribute to achieve LDN targets. 

 

1.3 LDN working group – issues discussed and agreed upon 

The MoPE optimized the use of existing coordination mechanisms to achieve the desired 

outcomes of LDN TSP. The Steering Committee (SC) and Technical Committee (TC) that had 

been formed for the NAP alignment process has been reactivated for the LDN TSP. The SC is 

mandated for the higher-level decision-making authority and is under the chair of the Secretary 

of the MoPE and the TC is under the chair of the Joint Secretary and National Focal Point (NFP) 

for UNCCD which was later renamed as LDN Working Group (WG) and is mandated to provide 

necessary coordination at technical level. The LDN WG engaged in technical discussions on the 

issues related to the LDN working group, LDN trends and drivers, baseline, LDN targets and 

measures including the hotspots of the LDN targets.  The methodology, indicators, default data 

and baseline have been agreed upon by the LDN WG, including wider stakeholders engaged in 

the LDN TS process. The details of the meetings of LDN Working Group is presented in annex 

2.1.  
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Chapter 2 

Assessing LDN 

2.1 LDN trends 

Analysis using the global default data as provided by UNCCD through GM: 

For the time period between 2000 and 2010 there was a decline in forest area by 118 Sq.km 

(0.08% of the total area of the country). For (i) shrubs, grasslands and sparsely vegetated areas 

and (ii) cropland/agricultural land it showed gains in the areas of 45 km2 and 74 km2 

respectively.  For wetlands and water bodies, artificial areas, and bare lands and other areas, 

there is no net change in the areas between 2000 and 2010. 

Forests showing declining productivity is 801 km2 (0.55% of the 

country’s area) followed by areas of early stages of decline 2324 km2 (1.57%). Within the forest 

area, the area of stable but stressed forest is 3.72 km2. It is noteworthy that the higher 

proportion of the country’s forest land is under condition of stable but not stressed and 

increasing productivity which accounts for 16.53% and 20.92% respectively. The SOC content of 

forest land is 132.4 ton/ha.  

The productivity trends for shrubs, grass and sparsely vegetated areas, the areas with declining 

productivity is 2614 km2 while areas with early signs of declining productivity and stable but 

stressed areas are 774 km2 and 3577 km2 respectively. These areas are nominal as compared to 

the areas of stable not stressed and increasing productivity under this land use category. As in 

the forest land, the areas under stable not stressed and increasing productivity account for 

20825 km2 (14.1%) and 7255 km2 (5%) respectively out of the country’s total area. The mean 

SOC content for shrubs, grass and sparsely vegetated areas is 127.1 ton/ha.  

Similarly, the productivity trends for cropland show that the area under declining productivity is 

304 km2 whereas the area with early signs of declining productivity and stable but stressed are 

526 km2 and 1180 km2 respectively. Again, in the cropland the trends of productivity showed a 

higher proportion of areas with increasing productivity and stable not stressed, which are 

15364 km2 and 19100 km2 respectively. The SOC for cropland is 86.1ton/ha. It is notable that in 

Nepal the bare land and other areas have significantly more areas under stable not stressed 

category of land with SOC content of 100.1 ton/ha. The detail is presented in Annex 4.  
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2.2 LDN baseline 

The LDN working group decided to use the global default data to assess land degradation and 

set the baseline and targets based on the three indicators; i) land use/land cover change, b) 

land productivity dynamics and c) soil organic carbon.  

The global data reflected the status of land degradation of the country. It was reported that 118 

km2 (0.08% of the total area of the country) of forest cover has been converted to other land 

uses from 2000 to 2010. The information also revealed that 4% of the country area is in a state 

of declining productivity and 3% is in a state of early signs of declining productivity. The default 

data provided by UNCCD is taken as the baseline of land degradation for Nepal and used to 

develop targets and measures for Nepal, and the detailed data is provided in Annex 3. 

2.3 Drivers of land degradation 

Land degradation is one of the major environmental problems that exists in almost every part 

in Nepal. Almost all types of land degradation exist in Nepal; among them, soil erosion, 

landslides and flooding are the major types that contribute to land degradation processes in 

Nepal. Human interventions, also due to increasing rural poverty, are related to cultivation of 

marginal lands, excessive livestock grazing and loss of biomass resulting in continued land 

degradation. Most of the marginal agricultural practices have been carried out on sloping 

fragile mountain ecosystems without adopting proper conservation measures. Land 

degradation in the mountains has multi-fold adverse impacts not only people at origin, but also 

on people living downstream. 

Some of the reasons contributing to soil erosion in cultivated lands are non-adoption of proper 

soil and water conservation measures and inappropriate agricultural practices. Similarly, loss of 

vegetation due to deforestation, overharvesting of forest products, unsustainable fuel wood 

and fodder extraction, shifting cultivation, encroachment into forestland, forest fire and over 

grazing are mainly responsible for the degradation of forest lands.  
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There are several factors, both internal and external, that contribute to the degradation of the 

soil and land. The land degradation and associated drivers (both direct and indirect) are 

summarized below in Table 2: 

Table 2: Key drivers of land degradation 

Main Drivers 

Direct Drivers Indirect Drivers 

• Inappropriate farming practices  

• Improper use of pesticides  

• Conversion of farmlands into semi-

permanent and permanent settlements 

• Forest fires  

• Pollution on water resources 

• Land use change 

• Excessive grazing on range lands 

• Over exploitation of forest resources 

• Earthquake 

• Climate change  

• Land use capability 

• Livestock feeding (open or stall) practices 

• Mining activities 

• Rural road construction  

• Unplanned infrastructural development 

• Irrigation practices 

• Technology used in agriculture 

• Excessive extraction of water resources. 

• Population pressure  

• Human settlement, land tenure/ownership 

• Poverty/wealth 

• Labour availability 

• Increasing rural poverty (human 

interventions related to cultivation of 

marginal lands, excessive livestock grazing 

and loss of biomass resulting in continued 

land degradation) 

• Inputs (including access to credit/financing) 

and infrastructure 

• Education and awareness  

• access to services 

• Political instability 

• Lack of strong policy and strategic 

coordination within government 

• Governance, institutional settings and 

policies (including taxes, subsidies, 

incentives). 

Drivers for degradation of agricultural lands 

• Shifting cultivation (khoriya phadani) 

• Improper land use 

• Inappropriate farming practices (main factors of soil erosion and nutrient loss are the adoption of 
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tillage-intensive crops like maize, potato, vegetables, turmeric, zinger etc.) 

• Intensive agricultural production 

• Marked change in land use from forestry to agriculture  

• Use of non-registered (ailani) land 

• Human settlement, land tenure/ownership 

• Rapid expansion of river bed/conversion of fertile land. 

Drivers for degradation of Forest lands 

• Depletion of forest resources and deforestation  

• Over-exploitation for domestic use: The community forest management plan is working well in 

some locations; however, in a majority of locations, sustainable forest management has become 

a challenging task. Illegal harvesting and selling of forest products is also one of the problems for 

halting deforestation and land degradation. 

• Forest fire 

• Land use change 

• Illegal conversion of forests to agricultural land (the high number of landless people in the Terai 

and lack of off-farm employment opportunities drives this conversion.) 

• Deforestation and timber smuggling: As a majority of the settlers are illegal, sustainable land 

management has become a challenge in the absence of ownership certificates and investment 

in land management activities. 

• Overgrazing: Overgrazing on marginal lands is one of the major factors in accelerating the 

desertification process. 

 

Drivers for degradation of watershed area 

• Pollution of water resources 

• Direct discharge of industrial effluent to river systems  

• Draining of wastes  

• Increased soil erosion and deposition,  

• Excessive use of chemical fertilizer and insecticides in some commercial production pockets  

• Unsustainable harvest of wetland resources  

• Encroachment on the wetlands. 
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Other factors 

• Water stress 

• Landslides and flash floods 

• Introduction of invasive alien species 

• Urbanisation and infrastructure 

• Rapid expansion of river bed/conversion of fertile land 

• Climate change. 

 

2.4  LDN institutional and legal environment 

There are several coordination and policy forums currently operating under the GoN. The 

Climate Change Council and Multi Stakeholder Climate Change Initiatives Coordination 

Committee (MCCICC) are two chief functional mechanisms within MoPE.  Other high-level 

policy and coordination bodies are formed under the chairmanship of the senior government 

officials of different ministries including experts nominated by government from civil society 

organizations.  

The National Land Use Policy of Nepal is the key instrument that supports land management in 

Nepal. Most of the programmes are implemented under the defined policy and strategic 

framework and aims to implement through integrating and mainstreaming with other 

programmes. The GoN has established several functional and coordination mechanisms and 

institutional arrangements with defined roles and responsibilities that can contribute to LDN. 

There are more than 20 policies, acts and strategic documents related to land and land use, out 

of which the Land Use Policy of Nepal 2012 is the most relevant one. Several policies, strategies 

and plans exist in Nepal; however, there is a lack of strict implementation of such policies, plans 

and strategies due to weak inter-agency coordination and cooperation. Similarly, inadequate 

financial resources allocation from the government to support the programme is also leading 

behind the strict implementation of policies and strategies.  
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Chapter 3 

Setting LDN targets 

3.1 National LDN Targets and Associated Measures to Achieve LDN 

Nepal’s LDN targets and measures have been set through a series of consultative processes. It 

has been discussed in the LDN working group meetings and finalized during the baseline and 

target validation workshop among the stakeholders. Details of the targets and measures of 

Nepal are as follows: 

Table 4: Nepal’s LDN targets and measures 

Negative 

trends  

Area 

(km2)/ (% 

of the 

total 

area= 

147654 

Km2) 

Drivers 

Corrective 

Measures 

LDN target 

Direct Indirect 

Area 

(km2) 

Time 

(year) 

Conversion 

of forests 

into other 

land 

use/land 

cover. 

118 

(0.18%) 

Infrastructure 

development, 

natural 

disasters, 

settlement 

relocation. 

Poverty, 

migration, 

unemployment. 

Minimize/avoid 

impact on forests 

during 

construction, 

scientific forest 

management, 

policy 

amendments, 

monitoring and 

setting 

quantifiable 

targets, biogas. 

118 

(100%) 
 2030 

Declining 

forest 

productivity. 

8601 

(13%) 

Fire, over 

grazing, 

insect/pest. 

Poverty, 

unemployment 

Scientific forest 

management, 

afforestation, 

6881 

(80%) 

 

2030 
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enrichment 

plantation, 

insect/pest 

control. 

Declining 

productivity 

of Shrubs, 

grasslands 

and sparsely 

vegetated 

areas. 
 

6965 

(20%) 

Fire, 

overgrazing, 

shifting 

cultivation. 

Poverty, 

unemployment. 

Leasehold forest, 

agroforestry, 

monitoring. 

3482 

(50%) 

 

 2030 

Declining 

productivity 

in cropland.  

2010 

(5%) 

Chemical 

fertilizers, 

pesticides, high 

intensity 

cropping, lack 

of irrigation, 

acidity, 

micronutrient 

deficiency, 

erosion. 

Market access, 

low profit, 

manpower, 

access to 

knowledge/tech

nology. 

High value crop, 

crop rotation, 

organic manure, 

native crops 

focus, 

conservation 

agriculture, 

rainwater 

harvesting and 

drip-irrigation, 

focus on perennial 

horticultural crop. 

2010 

(100%) 

 

 2030 

Declining 

productivity 

in wetlands 

& water 

bodies.  

 17 

(8%) 

Climate 

change-

induced 

drought, over 

fishing, 

chemical use, 

Construction 

impacts, natural 

drainage 

obstruction, 

over extraction 

of water for 

Sustainable 

wetland 

management, 

access to 

knowledge / 

technology. 

8.5 

(50%) 

 

 2030 
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invasive 

species. 

irrigation.  

Declining 

productivity 

in artificial 

areas. 
 

75 

(36%) 

Unplanned 

development, 

rapid 

urbanization. 

Population 

growth, 

migration. 

Land use planning 

and 

implementation, 

urban forestry. 

19 

(25%) 
 2030 

SOC: Net 

area 

change from 

forest to 

crop 

land (2000-

2010). This 

resulted in 

147744 tons 

of SOC loss. 

74 

Low 

productivity of 

farm land, 

encroachment, 

resettlement 

programmes. 

Unemployment, 

poverty, 

population 

growth. 

Law enforcement 

agroforestry, 

conservation 

farming, 

afforestation, 

horticulture, 

fodder trees, IGA 

from forest, 

resettlement 

programmes 

should avoid 

forest. 

74 

(100%) 

 

 

 

3.2 Hotspots 

Based on the assessment of land degradation trends and drivers, geographically defined areas 

exposed to land degradation trends, the national LDN team identified hotspots. 

The criteria adopted for the identification of hotspots were as follows: 

1. LC: Land cover change (12 and 13) where 12 means transition from forest class (1) to Shrubs 

and grasslands (2) and similarly 13 means transition from forests to cropland. 

2. LPD: Land productivity dynamics with 3 classes 1, 2 and 3 (1: declining productivity, 2: early 

signs of decline and 3: stable but stressed). 
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Bara Sunsari

Lalitpur

GorkhaKalikot

Bardia

Kailali

National Map of Selected 
LDN Hotspots of Nepal

 

Table 5:  Details of the hotspots where transformative projects will be implemented  

Provinces LC LPD 

Hotspot 

area (m2) 

Sub-watershed 

area (km2) River basin 

1 12 1 286853 153.8 Ghuari2 

2 13 3 860558 134 BurhiGandak 

3 13 3 573705 201.2 Lakhanadi 

4 12 3 573705 136.6 Kali Gandaki / Seti / Marsyangdi 

5 13 1 478088 194.1 Karnali 

6 13 3 860558 249.7 Seti / Karnali / MuguKarnali 

7 13 1 573705 232.6 Karnali 

Identified hotspots represent the seven provinces of the country as per the new federal 

structure of Nepal. The project sites were identified based on the default watershed data and 

will be implemented in the sites. 
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Chapter 4 

Achieving LDN 

4.1  LDN transformative projects and programmes  

The LDN TSP has opened windows of opportunity to tap into financial resources from bilateral 

and multi-lateral sources to invest in implementation and achieve the voluntary LDN targets. It 

may encourage the private sector to cooperate with the governmental sector and to invest in 

projects and different priority actions related to land degradation and desertification. 

International organizations such as the UNDP, UNEP, IFAD, and FAO could take up specific 

projects/programmes for assistance that are identified in the context of combating land 

degradation/desertification. Similarly, bilateral assistance such as DFID, USAID, SDC, EU, may 

provide financial assistance in managing natural resources and improving the human capacity in 

addressing land degradation at the national and local levels. The potential International 

financial institutions that can invest in land related issues are Asian Development Bank (ADB), 

World Bank, Global Environment Facility (GEF), Climate Investment Fund (CIF), Green Climate 

Fund (GCF). The government itself may invest to achieve the targets and measures by allocating 

national budgets on annual programmes. 
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Chapter 5 

Conclusions 

5.1 Overall achievements and lessons learned of the LDN target setting process 

Through the LDN TSP, the GoN has set voluntary targets to achieve land degradation neutrality 

by 2030 that will contribute towards SDG target 15.3. the GoN will put efforts in developing a 

land degradation-neutral world through up scaling good practices for soil conservation and 

watershed management as identified under sustainable land management (SLM) and 

developing appropriate technologies for the conservation of land and natural resources. The 

LDN Steering Committee and LDN Working Group was formed, which provided guidance 

throughout the LDN process. The TSP opened the opportunity to develop transformative LDN 

projects whose implementation is crucial for a least developed country like Nepal.  

The lack of national data for the three indicators used to assess the land degradation was 

identified as one the main challenges. However, the default data was used to estimate national 

land degradation and develop targets and measures accordingly. The LDN targets were 

discussed and validated among the members of the LDN working group during the two national 

workshops that were organised during the LDN TSP.  

Through the LDN TSP, the GoN would like to encourage international funding organizations to 

invest to help implement the targets and achieve land degradation neutrality. The GoN can also 

harness external financial resources and diversify the available fund for combating 

desertification/ land degradation and mitigating the effects of drought.   

Through LDN TSP, The GoN now has an overview of the situation and extent of ongoing land 

degradation and this information is vital to track progress and to design effective public 

strategies and policies. The transformative projects will be instrumental to implement the 

several policies specifically targeting land use policy which aims to reduce the formidable 

pressure on land by maintaining a state of health and productivity of land. 
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Annexes 

Annex 1: List of LDN working group members 

S.N. Name of representative Organization Designation 

1 Dr. Ram Prasad Lamsal MoPE 

Joint Secretary and 

NFP 

2 Mr. Ramhari Pantha MoPE Under Secretary 

3 Ms. Sumana Devkota DSCWM 

Under Secretary 

(Tech.) 

4 Mr. Punya Bikram Paudel MOLRM Under Secretary 

5 Mr. Parshu Ram Adhikari MOAD Under Secretary 

6 Mr. Nishan Raj Gautam NPC Under Secretary 

7 Mr. Kiran Dangol MoFSC 

Under Secretary 

(Tech.) 

8 Mr. Barun Kumar Sharma MOLD Senior Vet. Officer 

9 Dr. Sudeep Thakuri CDES, TU Faculty Coordinator 

10 

Mr. B.P Shah/Mr. Sushil 

Lamichhane NARC Scientist 

11 Mr. Shiva Khanal DFRS Under Secretary 

12 Mr. Saroj Kumar Chaudhari DFRS 

Soil Chemist (Under 

Scretary) 

13 Mr. Santosh Dhakal DOMG Sr.  Div. Geologist 

14 
Mr. Tunga Bhadra Rai NEFIN 

ProgrammeCoordanato

r 

15 

Mr. Ugan Manandharor                                  

Mr. Kamal Raj Rai 

WWF PO 
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Annex 2: Dates of working group meetings and workshops, photos from events 

2.1 Details of the Working Group Meetings 

S.N. Date of the meeting held Issued Discussed Decision taken 

1 15-Jan-17 

• Informing the status 

LDN TSP 

• Agreement to make common 

understandings of the activities, 

including the scope and objectives 

of the LDN outlined in Nepal’s 

LDN TSP and then expand the 

working group as per the 

requirement realized by the 

members. 

• Introduction and 

overview (Scope & 

Objectives) of the 

LDN-TSP working 

group 

• Agreement to include the 

representative from research 

institutions, MoLD, MoFALD and 

NARC in the LDN working group.   

• Introduction and 

overview (Scope & 

Objectives) of the 

LDN-TSP working 

group 

2 14-Mar-17 

• Informing new 

members about the 

status LDN TSP 

• Agreement to categorize the 

drivers of land degradation 

according to the sectors. 

• Introduction and 

overview (Scope & 

Objectives) of the 

LDN-TSP working 

• Agreement to review the drivers 

of land degradation indicated in 

the NAP report. 
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group 

• Discussion on 

drivers of land 

degradation in 

Nepal 

• Agreement to develop the LDN 

baseline with support from the 

Department of Forest Research 

and Survey (DFRS). 

 

• Agreement to provide input to 

DFRS in developing the baseline 

and identification of LDN 

hotspots.  

3 26-May-17 

• Make common 

understanding of 

Drivers of Land 

Degradation and 

LDN Centered NAP 

SWOT Analysis 

• Agreement to incorporate all the 

comments and suggestions raised 

during the discussion and finalize 

the reports.  

• Finalization of 

Drivers of Land 

Degradation 

Centered NAP SWOT 

Analysis 

• Agreement to incorporate the 

drivers of land degradation 

indicated in the REDD+ document 

prepared by REDD center, Nepal. 

4 30-Jun-17 

• Discussion on LDN 

baseline based on 

default data. 

• Agreement on the LDN baseline 

based on the global default data. 

• Make common 

understanding on 

identification of 

hotspots 

• Agreement to identify based on 

the priority. 
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• Expansion of LDN 

WG 

• Agreement to expand the LDN 

Working Group representing a 

member from Central Bureau of 

Statistics (CBS) and one expert 

member and one alternative 

member from IUCN Nepal. 

5 26-Jul-17 

• Hotspots of Nepal 

• Meeting suggested to identify 

hotspots as per the new federal 

structure of the country. 

• Nepal’s Land 

Degradation 

Neutrality Targets 

and Measures 

• Meeting made common 

understanding on the targets and 

measures and suggested to 

review the recent strategies and 

plans that can be aligned with the 

LDN targets. 

 

2.2 Detail of the Workshops 

S.N. 

Date of the 

Workshop 

held 

Objective of the 

Workshop 
Outcome of the Workshop 

1 
30 January 

2017 

 Inform and orient the 

LDN TSP approach to 

the stakeholders 

Informed the key stakeholders and participants 

of the UNCCD process, achievement under the 

convention, LDN’s importance in Nepal 

including their implementation mechanisms, 

modalities and plan.  This provided a platform 

to discuss and get feedback on implementation 

challenges and opportunities of LDN TSP.  
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Discuss the role and 

responsibilities of 

stakeholders and 

working group in LDN 

TSP  

Ensured the involvement of stakeholders with 

their role in overall technical aspects of LDN 

process, data management, baseline 

development, LDN working group composition, 

selection of institution to handle default data 

for baseline development and target setting.  Create mutual 

understanding and 

commitments among 

stakeholders about the 

LDN TSP 

2 
3 & 4 

August 2017 

 Validate Nepal’s LD 

baseline based on 

global default data 

Finalized Nepal's LDN Baseline, Target and 

Measures 

 Validate national LDN 

targets among 

stakeholders for Nepal. 

Nepal's LDN baseline, targets and measures 

validated 

  

Create mutual 

understanding of 

national hotspots 

identified in Nepal  
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2.3: Photographs of Meetings and Workshops 

 

Inaugurating opening session of the baseline & target 

validation workshop, chair persons: Dr. Bishwa Nath 

Oli, Secretary, MoPE 

 

Dr. Ram Prasad Lamsal, Joint Secretary, MoPE and NFP 

UNCCD, welcoming the participants (inception 

workshop) 

 

 

Mr. Binaya Joshi, Country Consultant presenting on the 

workshop 

 

 

Participants during the inception workshop 
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Dr. Ram Prasad Lamsal presenting in the workshop 

 

A participant sharing his comments  

 

 

NPF briefing on LDN WG Meeting 
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Participants of the workshop (baseline & target validation) 

 

Regional Consultant Mr. Thinlay Wangchuk sharing experiences of LDN TSP 
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Annex 3: LDN baseline table 

Land Use/Cover 

Category 

Area 

(2000) 

Area 

(2010) 

Net 

area 

change 

(2000-

2010) 

Net land productivity dynamics (NetLPD)** (sq km) 

Soil 

organi

c 

carbon 

(2000)

** 

sq km* sq km sq km 
Declini

ng 

Early 

signs of 

decline 

Stable 

but 

stresse

d 

Stable 

not 

stressed 

Increasi

ng 

No 

Data**

* 

ton/ha 

Forest 

6365

0 

6353

2 -118 801 2324 5477 24324 

3078

6 24 

132.

4 

Shrubs, grasslands and 

sparsely vegetated 

areas 

3511

2 

3515

7 45 2614 774 3577 20825 7255 180 

127.

1 

Croplands 

3675

7 

3683

0 73 304 526 1180 19100 

1536

4 401 86.1 

Wetlands and water 

bodies 208 208 0 6 3 9 63 49 79 80.7 

Artificial areas 421 421 0 56 14 5 202 139 6 81.5 

Bare land and other 

areas 

1103

3 

1103

3 0 2482 53 1724 4245 4 2561 

100.

1 

SOC average (ton/ha)                   

116.

9 

Percent of total land 

area       4% 3% 8% 47% 36% 2%   

Total (sq km) 

1471

81 147181 0 6263 3693 

1197

2 

6875

9 

5359

8 3251   
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Annex 4: List of reports submitted 

1. LDN TSP country report  

2. Minutes of the meeting of the LDN TSP Working Group (1-5) 

3. Workshop proceedings (inception and baseline & target validation workshop) 

4. High level note  

5. LDN targets and measures 

 


