
 

 

 

 

                

 

REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA 

NATIONAL REPORT  

 

Land Degradation Neutrality Target Setting 

Program 

 

 

ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION AGENCY 

Monrovia, Liberia 

March 2019 

 

 
 

  



 

ii | P a g e  
 

 

  

This document has been prepared with the support of the Land Degradation Neutrality Target Setting 

Programme (LDN TSP), a partnership initiative implemented by the Secretariat and the Global 

Mechanism of the UNCCD, with support of the following partners: France, Germany, Luxembourg, 

Republic of Korea, Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, Turkey, Venezuela, the European Space Agency, Food 

and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, Global Environment Facility, ISRIC – World Soil 

Information, International Union for Conservation of Nature, Joint Research Centre of the European 

Commission, Soil Leadership Academy, United Nations Development Programme, United Nations 

Environment Programme, World Resources Institute. 

 

The views and content expressed in this document are solely those of the authors of this document and do 

not necessarily represent the views of the LDN TSP or any of its partners. 



 

iii | P a g e  
 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS                    Page 

Foreword……………………………………………………………………………………...iv 

Acknowledgement………………………………………………………….……………........v 

Executive Summary…………………………………………………………………………..vi 

1.0 Introduction………………………………………………………………………….…...1 

1.1 Background………………………………………………………………………..1 

1.2 Land Degradation Neutrality Target Setting Program (LDN TSP)…………….....1 

 

2.0 Leveraging Land Degradation Neutrality………………………………………………2 

2.1 Establishment of LDN Leverage Plan……………………………………………..2 

2.2 Leverage Opportunities……………………………………………………………2 

2.3 Stakeholders Engagement to Develop Leverage…………………………………..3 

2.4 LDN Technical Working Group…………………………………………………...4 

 

3.0 Assessing Land Degradation Neutrality ………………………………………………..5 

3.1 Trends and Drivers of Land Degradation………………………………………….5 

3.2 LDN Legal and Institutional Environment………………………………………...5 

3.3 LDN Baseline Setting……………………………………………………………...7 

 

4.0  Setting LDN Targets and Associated Measures……………………………………….9 

4.1 Setting LDN Targets and Associated Measures…………………………………...9 

4.2 Key policy/technical measures to achieve LDN…………………………………11 

 

5.0 Achieving LDN………………………………………………………………………….12 

5.1 Leverage already Achieved………………………………………………………12 

5.2 LDN transformative projects and programs……………………………………...13 

 

6.0 Conclusion and Recommendations…………………………………………………….13 

 

References……………………………………………...……………………………………15 

 

Annexes…………………………………………………………………………….………..16 

Annex 1: LDN Working Group ToR and Membership……………………………………...16 

Annex 2: LDN baseline tables………………………………………………………………..19  

Annex 3: List of reports submitted……………………………………………….…………..20 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

iv | P a g e  
 

 
 



 

v | P a g e  
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

The Environmental Protection Agency of Liberia (EPA) would like to acknowledge the 

financial, technical and strategic contributions of the Global Mechanism of the United Nations 

Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) which made it possible for the development 

of Liberia’s Land Degradation Neutrality Targets and associated measures. We also appreciate 

members of the National Drought Initiative and Land Degradation Neutrality Technical 

Working Group for their dedication and insightfulness in ensuring the implementation of 

Liberia’s Land Degradation Neutrality Target Setting Program (LDNTSP). We are grateful to 

all stakeholder representatives from line ministries, agencies, and commissions (MACs), 

academia, civil society and non-governmental organizations, private sector and other 

individuals who made their valuable inputs during the entire target setting process and further 

ensured the validation of the Targets. To the Country Consultant, Mr. Darlington S. Tuagben 

and team, we are grateful for your commitment and dedication in leading the LDNTSP in 

consultation with key sectors institutions including the EPA. Finally, the commitment and 

dedication of the Executive Director and technical team including the UNCCD National Focal 

Person and the Science and Technology Correspondence are highly appreciated for their 

insightful support and contributions which resulted in the successful development of Liberia 

LDN Targets. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

vi | P a g e  
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Desertification continues to threaten the livelihoods of over one billion people in over 100 

countries, and each year approximately twelve million hectares of arable land are lost to 

drought (FAO, 2011).  The extent and severity of land degradation worldwide combined with 

the negative effects of climate change, population growth and an ever-increasing demand for 

natural resources requires immediate and assertive action. Avoiding land degradation through 

sustainable land management can generate economic benefits to the government, land users as 

well the rural poor inhabitants. Policies and programs to halt and reverse land degradation have 

long suffered from the absence of a clear overarching goal and quantitative, time-bound targets 

to guide action and make progress measurable.  

As a signatory to the UNCCD, Liberia, with its abundant natural resources, is committed to 

achieving the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), and has domesticated 

ten (10) SDGs including SDG 15.3. The country is currently participating in the Land 

Degradation Neutrality Target Setting Program after submitting a formal Letter of Interest at 

COP13, held in Inner Mongolia, China. The Government has begun taking steps to address the 

issue of land degradation in Liberia with the first being the recruitment of a Country Consultant 

to work closely with the UNCCD National Focal Institution, the EPA, to lead on the 

development of the LDN TSP. This was followed by the hosting of a national inception 

workshop which brought together key stakeholders involved in the management and use of 

land, forest, environment and related natural resources in Liberia, to discuss and form a national 

consensus on achieving a land degradation neutral Liberia. Through a multi-stakeholder’s 

recommendation, a national stakeholder group (National Drought Initiative and Land 

Degradation Neutrality Technical Working Group) was established with the objective to drive 

Liberia’s LDN target setting processes in consultation with the UNCCD National Focal 

Institution, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). The Country Consultant, in close 

consultation with key Liberian LDN stakeholders developed series of reports including: LDN 

Leverage Plan; Land degradation trends and drivers’; national LDN baselines; LDN Legal and 

Institutional Environment; and LDN Targets and Associated Measures.  

This report comprising five (5) key chapters incorporates all the above reports and harmonizes 

them into a single National LDNTSP Report. Chapter one: Introduction: gives a general 

background of the Liberia and the UNCCD as well as its participation in the LDNTSP; Chapter 

two: Leveraging LDN gives details on the establishment of LDN Leverage Plan, Leverage 

Opportunities, Stakeholders Engagements, and the background and function of the LDN 

Technical Working Group; Chapter three: Assessing Land Degradation Neutrality gives details 

on the Trends and Drivers of Land Degradation, LDN Legal and Institutional Environment and 

LDN Baseline Setting; Chapter Four: Setting LDN Targets and Associated Measures gives the 

details of Liberia LDN Targets Setting as well as  the Associated Measures to achieve the set 

targets and also outlined key policy/technical measures to achieve LDN; and Chapter Five: 

Achieving LDN which gives brief information on Liberia’s LDN leverage already achieved 

and LDN transformative projects and programs to implement and achieve Liberia’s set targets. 
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Liberia Land Degradation Neutrality Targets  

LDN at the national scale  

• LDN is achieved by 2030 as compared to 2015 and an additional 10% of the national 

landscape has improved (net gain).  

 

LDN at the sub-national scale (Counties)  

LDN is achieved in selected districts in Lofa, Grand Bassa, Grand Gedeh, Nimba, Gbarpolu, 

Rivercess and Grand Kru Counties respectively by 2030 as compared to 2015 (no net loss) and 

an additional country specific percentage of the landscape in those Counties has improved (net 

gain). See Table below: 

 

Table 1: LDN Targets at selected County Levels 

 

The following specific targets to avoid, minimize and reverse land degradation were 

recommended: 

• Improve land cover/tree cover and land productivity compared to 2015 baseline by 

2030. 

• Increase forest cover by 10% by 2030 as compared to 2015.  

• Improve SOC stocks of agricultural land and grasslands by 2030 as compared to 2015.  

• Reduce the rate of top soil loss (soil erosion) by 10% by 2030. 

• Restore about one million hectares of degraded landscapes to managed forest land by 

2030.  

• Reduce the conversion of forests and wetlands to other land cover classes by 2030. 

 

 

 

No. County Districts Additional 

% of 

landscape 

improved 

Targeted 

Degraded 

Area 

(Hectares) 

1. Lofa Voinjama, Foyah, Quadugbonie 10% 135191.9488 

2 Nimba Boe and Quillah, Buu Yao, Lower Doe, 

Yarmein 

10% 123360.2413 

3. Gbarpolu Lower Belleh and Bopulu 7% 203959.7379 

4. Grand Bassa Disrtict 4, Nekree, St. John River District 12% 93918.79238 

5. Grand Gedeh B’hai, Gboe-ploe, Putu  7% 103453.0254 

6. Rivercess Fen River, Jo River, Norwein 5% 55676.52674 

7. Grand Kru Upper Jloh, Lower Jloh, Felo-

Jekwi,Nrokwi-Wesldow, Grandcess-

Wedabo 

6% 58518.50436 

Total hectares of land targeted  774,078.7769 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background 

In September 2015, the global community agreed on “The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development”, including 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) and 169 targets. Goal 15 

urges countries to “protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, 

sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and 

halt biodiversity loss”. More specifically, target 15.3 aims to “combat desertification, restore 

degraded land and soil, including land affected by desertification, drought and floods, and strive 

to achieve a land degradation-neutral world” by 2030.  

At the twelfth session of the Conference of Parties (COP 12) of the United Nations Convention 

to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) held in Turkey on October 2015, parties agreed to 

integrate the SDGs and related targets into the implementation of the Convention and decided 

that “striving to achieve SDG target 15.3 is a strong vehicle for driving implementation of the 

UNCCD” (decision 3/COP.12). In order to enable the UNCCD to “make a significant 

contribution to achieving LDN”, the COP decided to invite Parties to “formulate voluntary 

targets to achieve LDN” and “explore options on how to integrate the voluntary LDN targets 

in their national action plans (NAP) as part of their overall discussion on the implementation 

of the SDG” (decision 3/COP.12). Decision 2/COP.12 further invited “affected country Parties, 

in accordance with decision 22/COP.11, to establish baselines and national-level voluntary 

LDN targets within their NAPs” and “include voluntary national LDN targets in their national 

reports, as appropriate”.  

Overall, by June 2018, 117 countries including Liberia have committed to set voluntary LDN 

targets with the support of the LDN Target Setting Program (LDN TSP, or the ‘Program’) 

spearheaded by Global Mechanism (GM), the UNCCD Secretariat and the support of 17 

international partners, including the GEF Secretariat and IUCN.   

1.2 Land Degradation Neutrality Target Setting Program 

Liberia is committed to achieving the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), 

and has domesticated ten (10) SDGs including SDG 15.3. The country is currently participating 

in the Land Degradation Neutrality Target Setting Program after submitting a formal Letter of 

Interest at COP13, held in Inner Mongolia, China. Liberia’s Land Degradation Neutrality 

Target Setting Program utilized the best available knowledge, including the LDN baseline, to 

set ambitious and aspirational, yet realistic targets to achieve LDN at national and/or sub-

national levels. 

The Government of Liberia, with support from the UNCCD through the Global Mechanism, 

has begun taking steps to address the issue of land degradation neutrality in Liberia. The first 

step was the recruitment of a National Consultant to lead on the development of the LDN TSP 

followed by the hosting of a national inception workshop which brought together key 

stakeholders involved in the management and use of land and related natural resources in 

Liberia, to discuss and form a national consensus on achieving a land degradation neutral 

Liberia.  
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Through a multi-stakeholder’s recommendation, a national stakeholder group (National 

Drought Initiative and Land Degradation Neutrality Technical Working Group) was 

established with the objective to drive Liberia’s LDN target setting processes in consultation 

with the UNCCD National Focal Institution, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). The 

National Consultant, in close collaboration with the Technical Working Group has developed 

series of reports including: Land degradation trends and drivers; LDN Leverage Plan; LDN 

Legal and Institutional environment; LDN targets and associated measures; key 

policy/technical measures to achieve LDN; and national LDN baselines as seen under the 

various Building Blocks for the development of LDNTSP Programs. These reports were 

subjected to a national validation process where stakeholders’ views were incorporated, and 

documents finalized. 

2.0 LEVERAGING LAND DEGRADATION NEUTRALITY 

2.1 Establishment of LDN Leverage Plan  

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), as the National Focal Institution of the UNCCD, 

is spearheading and coordinating the national LDN processes in collaboration with related line 

ministries and agencies, and other institutions identified in the National Action Programme to 

develop Liberia’s LDN targets. To achieve the Target Setting Program, Liberia intends to 

employ the UNCCD Process Framework (the Four building blocks), which was developed on 

the scientific guidance provided by the Science- Policy Interface and form the basis of the LDN 

target-setting process. The first step to this process (1st Building Block) is the development of 

a country leverage plan which considers three basic questions as follows: “Why does LDN 

matter to the country”? “What to leverage”? and “Who needs to be engaged”?  

2.2 Leverage Opportunities 

Linkage of LDN to priority areas  

(1) Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs):  

On January 26, 2016, the Government of Liberia announced its commitment to domesticate 11 

SDGs including SDG 15.3. There also exist an agreed institutional arrangement for the 

coordination, implementation and reporting of the domesticated Sustainable Development 

Goals through the Liberia Development Alliance (LDA) Mechanism which is chaired by the 

Ministry of Finance and Development Planning (MFDP). Other members of this working 

committee include representatives from all government ministries, private sector, and research 

institutions working in coordination to ensure Liberia’s achievement of the 11 domesticated 

SDGs 

(2) Climate Change:  

Liberia’s National Policy and Response Strategy on Climate Change (NCCPRS, 2018) was 

developed with the vision of achieving “a climate resilient low carbon nation that responds to 

climate change while, equally addressing its national development priorities in a sustainable 

and equitable manner”.  
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(3) Biodiversity:  

The Environment Protection and Management Law of Liberia, the Forestry Reform Law of 

Liberia, the National Wildlife Conservation and Protected Areas Management Law, the Land 

Rights Law, among others, seek to ensure the sustainable management of Liberia’s precious 

environment, biodiversity, natural resources and land in a sustainable manner for the equitable 

benefits of all Liberians. 

(4) Pro-Poor Agenda for Prosperity and Development (PAPD 2018):   

After the 2018 political transition in Liberia, the Government of Liberia introduced the “Pro-

poor Agenda for Prosperity and Development (PAPD)” which focuses primarily on lifting the 

poor population of Liberia from poverty and, ensuring the generation of employment combined 

with relative price stability of goods and services.   

(5) Liberia National Action Program (NAP):  

Considering the impacts of land degradation in Liberia and conscious that sustainable 

economic growth, social development and poverty reduction are current national priorities of 

the government, Liberia’s National Action Program (NAP) to Combat Desertification (2011-

2018) was developed with the vision that within eight (8) years after its launch, the trend and 

extent of land degradation would be significantly reversed. The NAP also envisioned the 

strengthening of national policy, legal, regulatory and economic incentive frameworks 

necessary to facilitate wider adoption of SLM practices across sectors.  

(6) Global Environment Facility (GEF):   

The objective of GEF in Liberia has been to ensure the maintenance of a safe and sustainable 

environment that will ensure sustained food production and improved livelihoods, climate 

change adaptation, sustainable forest management, reduced pressure on natural resources by 

managing competing land use priorities in broader landscape and maximize transformational 

impact through mainstreaming of sustainable land management for agroecosystem services. As 

we look forward to GEF 7, LDN has the potential to benefit from GEF funding by introducing 

LDN as the vehicle to support the achievement of outlined priority focused areas of GEF, 

especially on land degradation. 

(7) Other Potential Funding sources to leverage.  

The Government of Liberia through related land degradation neutrality sector specific 

ministries, agencies and commissions (MACs) has secured commitments from other bilateral, 

multilateral as well as conservation partners geared towards supporting those institutions in the 

achievement of their respective sector specific goals. Key among the secured commitments are 

those from USAID, the European Union, the German Government, the African Development 

Bank, the Global Conservation Fund, the Darwin Foundation.  

2.3 Stakeholders Engagement to Develop Leverage 

In order to leverage key stakeholders’ involvement in Liberia’s LDN TSP, the EPA and 

UNCCD held a National Drought Initiative and LDN TSP Inception Workshop in Monrovia, 

on 23rd August 2018, under the theme “Achieving Land Degradation Neutrality in Liberia 
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Through Multi-stakeholders Participation”. At this inception workshop, stakeholders endorsed 

a proposal to establish a technical working group to serve as the national platform for the 

achievement of LDNTSP in Liberia. The proposed working group comprises the following 

related stakeholders: Academic Institutions (including University of Liberia, Cuttington 

University, AME University); Research Institutions (Central Agricultural Research Institute - 

CARI, World Resources Institute - WRI, etc.); Private Sector; National Disaster Management 

Agency; Environment Protection Agency (EPA); Forestry Development Authority (FDA); 

Liberia Land Authority (LLA); Liberia Institute for Statistics & Geo-Information Services 

(LISGIS); Ministry of Finance and Development Planning; Ministry of Gender, Children & 

Social Protection; Ministry of Transport (Meteorological Unit/Department); Ministry of 

Agriculture (MoA); Ministry of Internal Affairs (MIA); Ministry of Mines and Energy (MME); 

CSOs (Civil Society Organizations); UNFCCC Focal Point and; UNCBD Focal Point. These 

stakeholders are going to jointly work towards achieving Liberia LDN TSP. 

2.4 LDN Technical Working Group 

The National Drought Initiative and Land Degradation Neutrality Technical Working Group 

was established with the objective to drive Liberia’s processes in consultation with the UNCCD 

National Focal Institution, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 

Objectives of the Technical Working Group: To steer the Drought Planning and Land 

Degradation Neutrality (LDN) Target Setting processes in Liberia and promote its 

mainstreaming into national policies and plans.  The Working Group is responsible to 

undertake the following tasks: 

1. Provide a platform for discussion and negotiation among national stakeholders;  

2. Review and endorse the national LDN Targets and associated measures.; 

3. Identify key stakeholders and resource persons relevant for the LDN target setting and 

drought planning processes; 

4. Review and validate national reports related to LDN target setting, including national 

LDN baselines, land degradation trends and drivers’ assessments, LDN targets and 

associated measures; as well as the draft drought plan; 

5. In consultation with the National Focal Agency, provide support for the organization 

of national stakeholder consultations related to Drought Initiative and LDN target 

setting; 

6. Provide support for national outreach and communication activities related to the 

Drought Initiative and LDN target setting; 

7. Assist in the creation of awareness and sensitization on LDN Target Setting and 

Drought Initiative among affected stakeholders nationwide; 

8. Provide support for mainstreaming of the LDN target setting process in the national 

policy processes, including the Pro-poor Agenda for Prosperity and Development 

(PAPD) and the Sustainable Development Goals; 

9. Vetting, validation and endorsement of Final “LDN TSP Technical Report and National 

Drought Plan;” 

10. Undertake other related tasks as deemed necessary. 
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3.0 ASSESSING LAND DEGRADATION NEUTRALITY 

3.1 LDN Trends and Drivers of Land Degradation  

Liberia's forests constitute by far the largest remaining blocks (about 43%) of the Upper 

Guinean Forest Ecosystem making them a global hotspot for biodiversity. If managed 

sustainably, these forests and associated landscapes have the potentials to serve as drivers for 

economic development, ensuring good governance and contributing to poverty alleviation. But 

there has been challenges in the sustainable management of these forest and related landscapes 

which continue to face numerous natural and anthropogenic threats. An analysis of Liberia’s 

forest conducted in 2013 (FAO, 2014) showed that forest covered two-thirds of Liberia's land 

surface, of which less than half (44 percent) was considered degraded; followed by agriculture 

(13 percent of the land surface); and savanna (11 percent). The key drivers of land degradation 

in Liberia can be categorically grouped under three main areas as follows: deforestation, 

unsustainable agricultural practices and urbanization (Shearman, 2009).  

Deforestation: Activities include oil palm cultivation; timber sales contracts, pit sawing, 

charcoal production; shifting agriculture; commercial logging and mining. Unstainable 

agricultural practices: This negative practice continues to threaten Liberia’s forest, 

biodiversity and land on which the people depend for their economics and livelihoods. During 

shifting cultivation, there is a high likelihood of decline in soil organic matter because of the 

conversion of the natural vegetation. Urbanization: Infrastructural development is 

progressively taking away considerable areas of land from agriculture, forestry, and unused 

lands with wild vegetation for human development.  

An assessment of land degradation trends in Liberia using default data provided by the UNCCD 

considers changes in the value of the three LDN indicators (Land Cover/Land Use Change; 

Land Productivity Dynamic; and Soil Organic Carbon) over a 15-year period to provide an 

indication of land degradation trends in Liberia. 

 

Land cover/Land Use Change is a characteristic of the conversion of land and forest resources 

by humans. During the Target Setting process, land cover data was aggregated to estimate the 

rate of change from tree cover to grassland; tree cover to agricultural land; tree cover to 

wetland; tree cover to artificial and other land uses. Land Productivity Dynamic: With the 

favorable climatic conditions in Liberia, agricultural yields and other land use products are 

reported to be low. The country has rich forests and associated biodiversity but the negative 

trend in land use over the years might have likely rendered the land unproductive. Soil Organic 

Carbon is a measurable component of soil organic matter. For this report, we focus on the rate 

of decline (change) in soil organic carbon from forest to other land uses including agriculture, 

shrublands, grasslands and sparsely vegetated areas. 

 

3.2 LDN Institutional and Legal Environment  

The government of Liberia have formulated several legal instruments which support LDN in 

Liberia. Key among these include: National Development Policy and Strategy, Cross-Sectoral 

Environmental Regulatory Framework and Sector-Specific Regulatory Framework. 
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National Development Policy and Strategy  

1. Poverty Reduction Strategy (PRS) covering the period 2008-2011: The Poverty Reduction 

Strategy (PRS) presents the Government’s vision and major strategies for moving towards 

rapid growth and development during the period 2008-2011;  

2. Agenda for Transformation (AfT): The Agenda for Transformation is Liberia’s five-years 

Medium-Term Economic Growth and Development Strategy (2012 -2017);  

3. National Environmental Policy of 2003. The overall goal of the National Environment Policy 

is to ensure long-term economic prosperity of Liberia through sustainable social and economic 

development, which enhances environmental quality and resource productivity;  

4. Liberia National Forestry Policy and Implementation Strategy of 2006: the goal of this 

strategy is to ensure that commercial forestry, community forestry and forest conservation 

activities are integrated and balanced to optimize the economic, social and environmental 

benefits from the forest resource; 

5. Aligned National Action Program (NAP) to Combat Desertification: The Liberia’s Aligned 

NAP proceeded with a detailed situation analysis of the land degradation problems in Liberia 

detailing causes of land degradation and subsequently aligned with the UNCCD 10-year strategic 

plan and framework;  

6. National Disaster Management Policy of 2012: The National Disaster Management Policy 

provides an overall framework for disaster management in Liberia;  

7. Land Rights Policy of 2013: The Land Rights Policy of Liberia is premised on the former 

Land Commission’s policy recommendations for land rights in Liberia, centered on four basic 

types of rights: Public Lands; Government Lands: Customary Lands; Private Lands; 

8. National Policy and Response Strategy on Climate Change of 2018: The National Policy 

and Response Strategy on Climate Change is a vehicle developed to support climate change 

adaptation, disaster risk management and mitigation capacity in Liberia; and the 

9. Pro-Poor Agenda for Prosperity and Development 2018 to 2023 (PAPD): The Pro-Poor 

Agenda for Prosperity and Development focuses on strengthening the capacities of the people 

to thrive and further draws all Liberians into the national development process.  

 

Cross-Sectoral Environmental Regulatory Framework 

1. Environment Protection and Management Law of Liberia: The Act adopting the 

Environment Protection and Management Law of the Republic of Liberia is the principle 

legislation covering environmental protection and management in Liberia; 

2. Environment and Social Impact Assessment Guidelines of 2006: These guidelines are 

intended to provide the EPA, sector agencies, private sector, NGOs, members of the public and 

consultants a set of approved guidelines for the conduct and review of Environmental Impact 

Assessments (EIA) in Liberia; 

3. National Mineral Policy of Liberia: The main strategies of the current government are to 

revive the mineral sector to enhance its contribution to government revenues, foreign exchange 

earnings, employment creation, ancillary economic activities, human resources and technology 

development and the improvement of social and physical infrastructure; and the 

4. National Energy Policy of Liberia: The principal objective of the National Energy Policy is 

to ensure universal access to modern energy services in an affordable, sustainable and 
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environmentally-friendly manner in order to foster the economic, political, and social 

development of Liberia. 

 

Sector-Specific Regulatory Framework  

1. National Forestry Reform Law of 2006: This Act amends the National Forestry Law of 2000 

and the Act creating the Forestry Development Authority in 1976. It is an updated reflection 

of current day’s realities incorporating the sustainable management principles;  

2. Mineral and Mining Law of 2002: The Mineral and Mining Law of Liberia calls for 

“reasonable preventive, corrective and restorative measures to limit pollution or contamination 

of, or damage of streams, dryland surfaces and the atmosphere in general; 

3. Food and Agriculture Policy and Strategy (FAPS- 2008): The Food and Agriculture Policy 

and Strategy (FAPS) was developed in further commitments to the objectives of ensuring food 

security and to address the superfluity of problems that have historically affected agriculture 

and its linkages to the other sectors in a coherent, consistent and forward-looking manner;   

4. National Food Security and Nutrition Strategy (FSNS- 2009): The key objective of the FSNS 

is to make certain that “all Liberians have reliable access to the food they need to live active 

and healthy lives”; 

5. Liberia Agriculture Sector Investment Program (LASIP- 2009): The LASIP- 2009 seeks to 

transform Liberian agriculture and, in so doing, maximize the sector’s contribution to national 

economic growth, employment and income generation, food and nutrition security, and poverty 

reduction;   

6. Integrated Water Resources Management Policy (IWRMP 2009): Although the FAPS 

addresses water resources issues from the perspective of the agricultural sector, it is the 

IWRMP that constitutes the national policy for this asset.  The policy covers two broad areas: 

water resource management and water resource use; and  

7. The New Policy for Agricultural Advisory Services of 2009: This policy takes into 

consideration the fact that there are many organizations, agencies and institutions providing 

agricultural advisory services in Liberia, including the Ministry of Agriculture, Ministry of 

Internal Affairs, parastatal agencies, national and international NGOs, and commercial 

agencies operating in the country.  

 

3.3 LDN Baseline  

The three indicators required for setting of baselines under the Land Degradation Neutrality 

Target Setting Program are: (a) Land Cover/Land Use Change (LUC) (b) Land Productivity 

Dynamic (LPD) and (c) Soil Organic Carbon (SOC). The below information is based on default 

data provided by the UNCCD. 

 

Land Cover/Land Use Change: The land cover change information in this document was 

derived from the UNCCD 2000 – 2015 default data which was also gathered from the European 

Space Agency (ESA) Climate Change Initiative Land Cover dataset released in April 2017 (v 

2.0.7). Three hundred (300) m CCI-LC maps (22 LCCS classes) were obtained from the 

processing of the full SPOT-VEGETATION, 1 km PROBA-V and a 1 km AVHRR., 24 yearly 

classifications from 1992 to 2015. The maps have been projected into a UTM zone 27 N using 

a WGS84 or World Geodetic System 1984 for consistency. The twenty-two (22) classes of land 
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use/land cover have been aggregated into 6 main land cover categories by using a hierarchical 

classification, based on the Food and Agriculture Organization’s Land Cover Classification 

Systems (LCCS): Forest/Tree-covered areas; Shrubs, grasslands and sparsely vegetated areas; 

Cropland; Wetlands and water bodies; Artificial areas and Bare land and; other areas. Trends 

in land cover dynamics shows that the total area of forest decreased by 2,423 sq. km or 5.25% 

of the total area of the country, while the total area of grassland decreased by 10 sq. km or 

3.60% of the country’s total area. The total area of cropland increased by 2,381 sq. km or 4.9 

%. The area of wetland also decreased by 3 sq. km, or 1.05%; and artificial surfaces increased 

by 64 sq. km or 35.2%.  

 

Land Productivity Dynamics: Land productivity is a continuous variable, which represents land 

cover through vegetation density and vigor. Land productivity can indicate the land’s ability to 

support and sustain life and is useful for identifying land degradation. A common measure of 

land productivity is derived from time series of the Normalized Difference Vegetation Index 

(NDVI), which is a greenness index obtained from satellite-measured reflectance of the land. 

Liberia lies in the tropical climate region of West Africa where it is hot and humid all year 

round. It has a rainy season which runs from May to October each year due to the African 

monsoon. Along the coast, the rainfall exceeds 3,000 millimeters (118 inches) per year while 

in the northern part of the coast and in the capital Monrovia, rainfall reaches 5.1 meters (200 

inches) per year, with a maximum in June and July, when nearly one meter (3.3 feet) of rain 

per month fall. In the interior, precipitation is less abundant, and drops even below 2,000 mm 

(79 mm) per year. 

 

Land productivity estimates the overall above-ground vegetation biomass productivity 

resulting from all land components and their interactions. It points to long-term changes in the 

health and productive capacity of the land. It also reflects the effects of changes in ecosystem 

functions for plant and biomass growth. Areas showing moderate decline or stressed are 

symptoms of degradation. An analysis of the land cover classes as the total amount of areas 

declining, moderately decline, stressed, stable, or increasing are given as 4,965, 6,743, 12,209, 

43,025, 23,118, 715 sq. km. respectively. Forest/tree-covered areas has the greatest net area 

changed (4153 sq. km), and amount of area declining (203 sq. km).  

 

Soil Organic Carbon (SOC): Baseline SOC stocks and their change can either be modeled or 

directly measured, or some combination thereof. In order to obtain an indication of default 

baseline SOC stocks, two products derived from ISRIC’s SoilGrids250m were combined into 

an ensemble product for the 0-30 cm depth (Hengl et al., 2016, version October 2017). These 

two products were the direct prediction of SOC density (integrated for 0-30cm depth) and a 

raster math combination of the SOC percentage, bulk density, gravel fraction and depth to 

bedrock products to calculate a predicted SOC stock for 0 – 30 cm (i.e. topsoil). These two 

different paths to the same outcome (0-30 cm SOC stocks) were then averaged as an ensemble 

product.  

 

The SOC 0-30 cm stock product derived from SoilGrids250m is used for the purpose of 

Liberia’s baseline setting, since Liberia does not have the required SOC data needed for the 
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baseline setting. Wetland has the highest soil carbon content, followed by grassland, artificial 

surfaces, forest/tree-covered areas and crop land. Bare land or other land is normally considered 

carbon deficient. Artificial surfaces have the highest change value at 1.0 %. A total SOC loss 

of 6,719,256 tons has been estimated for the conversion from ‘forest to cropland’, representing 

~23.93% of the total carbon stock in the initial year (2000), followed by the 29979 tons of 

carbon loss in the conversion of grassland to artificial surfaces, representing 0.10 %. Trends in 

the dynamics of the three indicators show that forest/tree-covered area is the land cover class 

experiencing degradation the most. 

 

4.0 SETTING LDN TARGETS AND MEASURES 

4.1 Setting LDN Targets and Associated Measures 

Liberia is richly endowed with abundant rainfall which makes the soil and land suitable for 

agricultural activities. The country is also endowed with natural resources including forest 

which constitute by far the largest remaining blocks (about 43%) of the Upper Guinean Forest 

Ecosystem making them a global hotspot for biodiversity. When managed well, natural 

resources and associated landscapes have the potential to accelerate economic growth and 

development, ensuring good governance and poverty reduction. The rural poor inhabitants of 

Liberia are heavily involved in traditional agricultural practices (shifting cultivation) and 

depend largely on the forestland, rich soil and rainfalls to achieve agricultural productivity. 

Such practice is resulting in deforestation and land and soil degradation which have the 

potential to result in desertification if care is not taken to reverse the situation.  

To tackle land degradation, the government of Liberia has initiated and adopted several 

programs including climate smart agriculture and reforestation/afforestation activities that 

incorporate the participation of rural communities in forests and natural resources management. 

The Government is committed to investing in sustainable environment and natural resources 

management through the promotion of sustainable development in line with various global and 

regional frameworks. The government has adopted policy measures to ensure the sustainable 

management of the environment and natural resources for the general good of its people. Key 

among these are the ratifications of the following international instruments namely: SDGs, 

CBD, UNFCCC, UNCCD, ARSDRR and, the CAADP.  

 

The government has further elaborated several national strategies and instruments aimed at 

meeting its obligations under those conventions. Key among them include the National 

Environmental Policy, National Policy and Response Strategy on Climate Change, Land Rights 

Policy, National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan, the National Adaptation Program of 

Action (NAPA), the National Action Program (NAP), and the National Agricultural 

Development Strategy and Policy (NADSP) document. It is therefore evident that enormous 

work has already been done on land and related natural resources management in Liberia. 

However, there lacks an integrated approach that will make these efforts sustainable. Hence 

the LDN TSP comes at an opportune time for Liberia to support the realization of its 

commitments at the national, regional and international levels. There is a growing potential and 

opportunities for the government to mobilize funding for LDN TSP implementation through 

non-traditional sources using innovative financing strategies. 
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Liberia’s LDN target setting aims to achieve a balance between ongoing land degradation (net 

loss) and future efforts (net gains) in order to achieve a land degradation neutral Liberia. 

Liberia’s Targets are established in coherence with existing environmental, forestry, 

agricultural, land and overall development policies and plans, including PAPD, UNCCD 

NAPs, NDCs, SDG and land restoration targets. The target setting process considered the three 

LDN Indicators: Land Productivity Dynamic, Land Cover and Land Cover Change and Soil 

Organic Carbon. 

Liberia LDN Targets  

LDN at the national scale  

• LDN is achieved by 2030 as compared to 2015 and an additional 10% of the national 

landscape has improved (net gain).  

 

LDN at the sub-national scale (Counties)  

LDN is achieved in selected districts in Lofa, Grand Bassa, Grand Gedeh, Nimba, Gbarpolu, 

Rivercess and Grand Kru Counties respectively by 2030 as compared to 2015 (no net loss) and 

an additional country specific percentage of the landscape in those Counties has improved (net 

gain). See Table below: 

 

Table 1: LDN Targets at selected County Levels 

 

To achieve the set national targets, the government intends to institute the following associated 

measures: promote lowland farming and improved agricultural activities; ensure the 

implementation of agroforestry practices; undertake land restoration activities; ensure 

biodiversity conservation practices; ensure fire management around regenerating landscape; 

No. County Districts Additional % 

of landscape 

improved 

Targeted 

Degraded 

Area 

(Hectares) 

1. Lofa Voinjama, Foyah, Quadugbonie 10% 135,191.9488 

2 Nimba Boe and Quillah, Buu Yao, Lower Doe, 

Yarmein 

10% 123,360.2413 

3. Gbarpolu Lower Belleh and Bopulu 7% 203,959.7379 

4. Grand 

Bassa 

Disrtict 4, Nekree, St. John River 

District 

12% 939,18.79238 

5. Grand 

Gedeh 

B’hai, Gboe-ploe, Putu  7% 103,453.0254 

6. Rivercess Fen River, Jo River, Norwein 5% 556,76.52674 

7. Grand Kru Upper Jloh, Lower Jloh, Felo-

Jekwi,Nrokwi-Wesldow, Grandcess-

Wedabo 

6% 585,18.50436 

Total hectares of land targeted  774,078.7769 
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promote integrated coastal zone management; regulate artisanal mining activities and ensure 

land reclamation in degraded mining areas; promote large scale agriculture activities in the 

coastal savannah belt; encourage and promote the use of renewable energy; undertake 

education and awareness activities; develop and implement site specific land use mechanism; 

promote sustainable agriculture practices; and develop human capacity to implement the LDN 

in Liberia. 

 

The following specific targets to avoid, minimize and reverse land degradation were 

recommended: 

• Improve land cover/tree cover and land productivity compared to 2015 baseline by 

2030. 

• Increase forest cover by 10% by 2030 as compared to 2015.  

• Improve SOC stocks of agricultural land and grasslands by 2030 as compared to 2015.  

• Reduce the rate of top soil loss (soil erosion) by 10% by 2030. 

• Restore about one million hectares of degraded landscapes to managed forest land by 

2030.  

• Reduce the conversion of forests and wetlands to other land cover classes by 2030. 

 

4.2 Key policy/technical measures to achieve LDN 

The implementation of Liberia LDN Targets can only be successful when aligned with the 

implementation of sector specific policies and technical measures through which desired gains 

will balance any expected losses. In this regard, the Government of Liberia has adopted sector 

specific strategies for sustainable management of the environment, forest, land and biodiversity 

conservation as well as climate change which are geared towards contributing to sustainability 

in those sectors and achieving the national agenda as well as the SDG 15.3. Those policies 

address the drivers of land degradation including unsustainable land use and agricultural 

practices, deforestation, and urbanization, environmental degradation, climate change, 

unsustainable water management, among others.  

 

Policy measures adopted by the Liberian Government include the ratification of the Convention 

on Biological Diversity (CBD), United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 

(UNFCCC) and United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD), thereby 

confirming its strong commitment to environmental issues. Liberia has further expounded 

several national policies/strategies geared towards achieving its commitments and obligations 

under the CBD, UNFCCC and UNCCD as well as other specific commitments on the 

management of its land, forests, wildlife, wetland and water resources. These policies/strategies 

include the: National Disaster Management Policy; National Environmental Policy; National 

Policy and Response Strategy on Climate Change; Liberia National Action Program to Combat 

Desertification; Land Rights Policy; Integrated Water Resources Management Policy; National 
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Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan; National Adaptation Programme of Action Liberia 

Agriculture Transformation Agenda; and Food and Agriculture Policy; etc.  

 

These sector specific policies/strategies are consistent with the objectives of Sustainable Land 

Management (SLM) and therefore the LDN. The environmental objectives and strategies of 

different policies at national and sector level give an indication of the level and magnitude of 

support they render to SLM and LDN interventions in Liberia. The country is yet to develop 

LDN specific technical measures to address land degradation issues. However, there exists 

sectors-specific technical measures which address issues related to unsustainable land, 

environment and natural resources management including the traditional shifting cultivation 

practices, logging and illicit timber harvesting, illicit mining, urbanisation and human 

resettlements and other natural disasters. Those technical measures, which jointly developed 

with the active involvement of key sector stakeholders, also address issues of environment, 

forest, biodiversity and water resource conservation as well as climate change mitigation and 

adaptation processes.  

5.0 ACHIEVING LDN 

5.1 Leverage already achieved 

During the LDNTSP process, relevant stakeholders were identified who played key roles in the 

development of Liberia’s targets. These stakeholders include representatives from government 

ministries, agencies and commissions, academia, research institutions, local government 

authorities, private sector, civil society and non-governmental organizations, the media and 

Liberia development partners. As a result of the stakeholders’ involvement and commitments 

to achieving LDN in Liberia, the Drought Initiative and Land Degradation Neutrality Technical 

Working Group was established and operationalized as the national platform to drive the LDN 

process. In addition, the government also leveraged existing legal, regulatory and institutional 

frameworks governing sustainable land management and land degradation neutrality in 

Liberia. A high-level government commitment to support the LDNTSP in Liberia has been 

achieved as evidenced by the submission of the accompanying “Government High Level 

Note”.  

 

As demonstrated by all stakeholders including the government of Liberia, there exist the 

enabling environment to integrate LDN concept and actions into the national policies. This 

gives a greater opportunity for the identification and development of innovative and 

transformative LDN program/projects to achieve set targets. The stakeholders in Liberia 

unanimously agreed during the LDN validation workshop to effectively mainstream LDN into 

national development priorities, including the SDGs and the PAPD implementation process. It 

was also agreed that Liberia seeks the technical and financial supports of the UNCCD-Global 

Mechanism in mapping of transformative LDN projects/program and innovative finance; in 

creating awareness of the benefits of LDN and the LDN target-setting process and in 

establishing partnerships with key stakeholders to promote and scale up implementation of the 

LDN response hierarchy. 
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5.2 LDN transformative projects and programs 

The Technical Working Group was tasked with the responsibility to work closely with the EPA 

in requesting the support of UNCCD Global Mechanism to implement those points agreed at 

the validation meeting. That is, work to develop transformative projects and programs aimed 

at implementing set programs to achieve Liberia’s LDN targets. These transformative LDN 

projects shall be consistent with the Guidance Note as specified as follows: contribute to 

achieving LDN; deliver multiple benefits, including climate benefits; scale up what works; 

enhance national capacities; and leverage innovative finance including private sector 

investments. 

6.0 CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Liberia is richly endowed with abundance of natural resources including land, water, animals 

and plants and is committed to achieving the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs). The government has already domesticated ten (10) SDGs including SDG 15.3 and 

currently participating in the Land Degradation Neutrality Target Setting Program after 

submitting a formal Letter of Interest at COP13, held in Inner Mongolia, China. Liberia 

recently formulated voluntary targets to achieve land degradation neutrality and is currently 

exploring options to enable it to integrate these targets into national development programs as 

part of its overall discussion on SDG implementation. Liberia’s Land Degradation Neutrality 

Target Setting Program utilized the best available knowledge, including the LDN baseline, to 

set ambitious and aspirational, yet realistic targets to achieve LDN at national and/or sub-

national levels 

 

The Land Degradation Neutrality Targeting Setting Program proceeded with a multi-

stakeholder engagement process spearheaded by the UNCCD National Focal Institution, the 

Environmental Protection Agency. A Country Consultant was recruited to work closely with 

the UNCCD National Focal Person in leading the LDNTSP. An Inception Workshop was 

organized which brought together key stakeholders working on land and related natural 

resources in Liberia to introduce the LDN concept and seek their indulgence to participate in 

the UNCCD-LDNTSP. At this inception workshop, a multi-disciplinary National Drought 

Initiative and Land Degradation Neutrality Technical Working Group was established with the 

objective to drive Liberia’s LDN target setting processes. The relevant stakeholders forming 

part of this technical working group include representatives from government ministries, 

agencies and commissions, academia, research institutions, local government authorities, 

private sector, civil society and non-governmental organizations, the media and Liberia 

development partners. In addition, the government also leveraged existing legal, regulatory and 

institutional frameworks governing sustainable land management and land degradation 

neutrality in Liberia. A high-level government commitment to support the LDNTSP in Liberia 

was achieved.  The Country Consultant, in collaboration with the technical working Group, 

developed several technical reports which were later validated by the general stakeholders in 

Liberia. These technical reports include: Land degradation trends and drivers; LDN Leverage 

Plan; LDN Legal and Institutional environment; LDN targets and associated measures; key 

policy/technical measures to achieve LDN; and national LDN baselines. There is also a 
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commitment to undertake transformative LDN projects as specified in the Guidance Note in 

order to contribute to the achievement of Land Degradation Neutrality, deliver multiple 

benefits, scale up what works, enhance national capacities, and leverage innovative finance 

including private sector investments. 

 

Key Recommendations 

Land degradation and unsustainable management and utilization of natural resources (forest 

landscape and water) contribute to increased poverty which affects the population, most 

especially the vulnerable rural poor inhabitants whose livelihoods and economic activities are 

centred heavily on these natural resources, most especially the land resources, for their survival. 

Land and associated natural resources degradation are on the increase in Liberia and are posing 

serious challenges to national and sector specific efforts to reduce poverty, increase food 

productivity, tackle climate change and ensure sustainable forest and environmental 

management, among others.  

It is widely recognized that the issue of land degradation is a serious and enormous problem 

that cannot be tackled by governments alone. Consequently, strong technical and financial 

supports from both the government and international partners are required if Liberia is to 

implement and achieve its LDN targets successfully. Hence, the need to tap into a number of 

investment programs and initiatives directly related to sustainable land management and land 

degradation neutrality which are supported by various partners including the UNDP, FAO, EU, 

IFAD, GEF, GM and ADB and others. In addition to the above, innovative financing such as 

the climate change adaptation and mitigation financing, drylands fund, incentives for adoption 

and investment in SLM practices for income generation; financial (eco-tourism, private and 

community wood lots, carbon trading), and the private sector such as logging, agriculture and 

mining companies will also be important for the LDN TSP. Public private partnerships and 

investment by diaspora are also important sources of finance.   

In order to use available resources more efficiently, it is also recommended that a coordination 

mechanism is put in place to ensure better flow of information and coordination of projects and 

funding for SLM/LDN, which involves stakeholders such as National Drought Initiative and 

Land Degradation Neutrality Technical Working Group as well as those from academic 

institutions, government agencies, donor group, NGOs/CSOs and the private sector. It is also 

helpful to promote mechanisms that enable those who benefit from environmental services to 

pay for them and also provide economic incentives to encourage farmers and other land users 

to adopt more SLM / LDN practices and invest in environmentally friendly technologies.  
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ANNEXES 

Annex 1: LDN Working Group ToR and Membership   

 

TOR for 

National Drought Initiative and Land Degradation Neutrality Technical Working 

Group 

Background 

In September 2015, the global community agreed on “The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development”, including 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) and 169 targets. Goal 15 

urges countries to “protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, 

sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, halt and reverse land degradation, and halt 

biodiversity loss”. More specifically, target 15.3 aims to “combat desertification, restore 

degraded land and soil, including land affected by desertification, drought and floods, and 

strive to achieve a land degradation-neutral world” by 2030. The 12th session of the Conference 

of Parties (COP12) in 2015 agreed to integrate the SDGs and related targets into the 

implementation of the Convention and decided that “striving to achieve SDG target 15.3 is a 

strong vehicle for driving implementation of the United Nations Convention to Combat 

Desertification (UNCCD) (decision 3/COP.12). To enable the UNCCD to “make a significant 

contribution to achieving Land Degradation Neutrality (LDN)”, the COP decided to invite 

Parties to “formulate voluntary targets to achieve LDN” and “explore options on how to 

integrate the voluntary LDN targets in their national action plans (NAPs) as part of their overall 

discussion on the implementation of the SDG” (Decision 3/COP.12). Decision 3/COP.12 

further invited “affected country Parties, in accordance with Decision 22/COP.11, to establish 

baselines and national-level voluntary LDN targets within their NAPs” and “include voluntary 

national LDN targets in their national reports, as appropriate”. 

As a signatory to the UNCCD, Liberia is committed to achieving the United Nations 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), and has domesticated eleven (11) SDGs including 

SDG 15.3. The country is currently participating in the Land Degradation Neutrality Target 

Setting Programme and Drought Initiative, after submitting a formal Letter of Interest at 

COP13, held in Inner Mongolia, China. Like other participating countries, Liberia is committed 

to identify, during its Land Degradation Neutrality Target Setting Program (LDNTSP), 

national voluntary targets. Liberia’s National Action Program (NAP) developed in 2016 aligns 

with the UNCCD ten years strategic plan and framework and estimates the total landmass 

currently affected by desertification to be insignificant (5–7%) but raises concerns that 

increased unsustainable land utilization coupled with creeping northern savannah gives reasons 

for serious planning ahead of any drought event. The UNCCD default data (2001-2015) used 

for Liberia’s 2017-2018 reporting process, shows a degradation rate of 29.8%. Drought is also 

identified in Liberia’s National Disaster Risk Management Policy, as a prevalent natural 

disaster; and though no serious case of drought has been experienced in the country, the policy 

calls for drought preparedness, amidst impacts of climate change.  

The Government of Liberia, with support from the UNCCD, through the Global Mechanism, 

is therefore taking steps to address the issues of land degradation and potential drought in 

Liberia. The first step taken to address the aforementioned initiatives was the hosting of a 

national inception workshop that brought together key stakeholders involved in the 
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management and use of land and related natural resources in Liberia, to discuss and form a 

national consensus on achieving a land degradation neutral Liberia, as well as the development 

of Liberia’s National Drought Plan. Through a multi-stakeholder recommendation, a national 

stakeholder group (National Drought Initiative and Land Degradation Neutrality Technical 

Working Group) was established with the objective to drive Liberia’s processes in consultation 

with the UNCCD National Focal Institution, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 

Objective of the Working Group 

To steer the Drought Planning and Land Degradation Neutrality (LDN) Target Setting 

processes and promote its mainstreaming into national policies and plans.  The proposed tasks 

are: 

1. Provide a platform for discussion and negotiation among national stakeholders;  

2. Review and endorse a national LDN and drought plan road map; 

3. Identify key stakeholders and resource persons relevant for the LDN target setting and 

drought planning processes; 

4. Review and validate national reports related to LDN target setting, including national 

LDN baselines, land degradation trends and drivers’ assessments, LDN targets and 

associated measures; as well as the draft drought plan; 

5. In consultation with the National Focal Agency, provide support for the organization 

of national stakeholder consultations related to Drought Initiative and LDN target 

setting; 

6. Provide support for national outreach and communication activities related to the 

Drought Initiative and LDN target setting; 

7. Assist in the creation of awareness and sensitization on LDN Target Setting and 

Drought Initiative among affected stakeholders nationwide; 

8. Provide support for mainstreaming of the LDN target setting process in the national 

policy processes, including the Pro-poor Agenda for Prosperity and Development 

(PAPD) and the Sustainable Development Goals; 

9. Vetting, validation and endorsement of Final “LDNTSP Technical Report and National 

Drought Plan;” and 

10. Undertake other related tasks as deemed necessary. 

 

Proposed Composition1 

The National Drought Initiative and Land Degradation Neutrality Technical Working Group 

will be chaired by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and Co-Chaired by the 

Liberia Institute of Statistics and Geo-Information Studies (LISGIS). Other members include: 

Government Institutions: 

● National Disaster Management Agency (NDMA) 

● Environment Protection Agency (EPA) 

● Forestry Development Authority (FDA) 

● Liberia Land Authority (LLA) 

● Liberia Institute for Statistics & Geo-Information Services (LISGIS) 

                                                           
1 The list is indicative and does not preclude the inclusion of other partners and stakeholders. 
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● Ministry of Finance and Development Planning (MFDP) 

● Ministry of Gender, Children & Social Protection (MGCSP) 

● Ministry of Transport (Meteorological Unit/Department) (MOT) 

● Ministry of Agriculture (MoA) 

● Ministry of Internal Affairs (MIA) 

● Ministry of Mines & Energy (MME) 

● EPA (UNFCCC Focal Point) 

● EPA (UNCBD Focal Point) and 

 

Private Sector: 

• Liberia Timber Association (LTA) 

• Academia & Research Institutions: 

• University of Liberia (UL) 

• Cuttington University (CU) 

• World Resource Institute (Liberia) 

 

NGOs and CSOs: 

• Conservation International (CI) 

• Rural Integrated Center for Community Empowerment (RICCE) 

• Youth Climate Change Initiative (YCCI) 

• Society for the Conservation of Nature of Liberia (SCNL) 

• Partners for Nature and Development (PaND) 

• Fauna and Flora International. 

• Partners in Development (PADEV) 

• Youth Focus Center 

 

Development Partners: 

• USAID 

• UNDP 

• FAO 

 

Facilitator: PADEV 

Co-Facilitator: MoA  

The Secretariat of the National Drought Initiative and Land Degradation Neutrality Technical 

Working Group comprises of the chair, co-chair, facilitators and coordinated through a 

collaborative effort between the UNCCD National Focal Person.  The Working Group shall 

meet on a call basis in consultation with the Management of the EPA and the UNCCD 

Headquarters through prior notice to stakeholders. The facilitators will be alternated on an 

annual basis. 
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Annex 2: LDN baseline table  

LDN BASELINE TABLES2 

Land Cover/Land Use Change (LUC)  

Table 1: Land cover change in Liberia between year 2001-2015. 

Land Cover 
Total Area (sq km) Land cover change 

2000 2015 Sq km % 

Tree-covered areas 45869 43446 -2423 -5.28 

Grassland 277 267 -10 -3.61 

Cropland 49053 51434 2381 4.85 

Wetland 285 282 -3 -1.05 

Artificial surfaces 182 246 64 35.16 

Other land 0 0 0 0 

 

Land Productivity Dynamic (LPD) 

Table 2: The Net land productivity dynamic from 2000 – 2013 

Land 

cover 

class 

Net land productivity dynamics 2000-2013 (km 2) 

Declining 
Moderate 

decline 
Stressed Stable Increasing 

No 

data 
Total 

Tree-

covered 

areas 

3401 4263 5007 20140 9724 265 265 

Grassland 10 37 39 116 27 19 19 

Cropland 1533 2412 7125 22654 13312 240 240 

Wetland 2 6 7 82 42 134 134 

Artificial 

surfaces 
19 25 31 33 13 57 57 

Other 

land 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 4,965 6,743 12,209 43,025 23,118 715 715 

 

Soil Organic Carbon (SOC) 

Table 3: Soil organic carbon (SOC) stock change (2000-2015) 

                                                           
2 Source: UNCCD default data 

Land Cover 
Total Area (sq km) Land cover change 

2000 2015 Sq km % 

Tree-covered areas 71.3 71.2 -0.1 -0.14025 

Grassland 84.5 84.1 -0.4 -0.47337 

Cropland 68.3 68.2 -0.1 -0.14641 

Wetland 98.3 98.2 -0.1 -0.10173 

Artificial surfaces 82.5 81.6 -0.9 -1.09091 

Other land 0 0 0 0 
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Annex 3: List of reports submitted 

1. Inception Workshop Report 

2. Validation Workshop Report 

3. Monthly Reports (July 2018-March 2019) 

4. LDN Leverage Plan 

5. Trends and Drivers of Land Degradation 

6. LDN Legal and Institutional Environment 

7. National LDN Baselines 

8. LDN targets and associated measures 

9. Key policy/technical measures to achieve LDN 

10. LDN Technical Working Group Retreat Report 

11. LDN High Level Note 

 


